


such a convenient and desirable one for so many of our
members,

The theme of the Enlightenment Congress is “Con-
flict and Opposition.” In keeping with this theme,
ECSSS has been offered the opportunity to conduct a
special three-hour seminar on “Conflict and Opposition
in the Scottish Enlightenment.” The theme is to be
interpreted broadly, to include issues such as the follow-
ing: pamphlet wars over particular issues, such as the
Union, the militia, and religion; university and church
patronage disputes; literary and philosophical controver-
sies: class conflict and riots; English-Scottish tensions;
political opposition. ECSSS members are invited to
submit one-page proposals for papers on these or
similar topies that conform in some way to the general
theme of the seminar. Send proposals to the executive
secretary as soon as possible, and no later than 1 Sep-
tember 1990. It is anticipated that the length of the
seminar will allow us to put five speakers on the pro-
gram, in addition to a chair and commentator (offers to
serve in the latter capacities are also welcome). The
seminar has been scheduled by the Congress Director
for 23 July.

ECSSS has also received permission to host a lunch-
con/business mecting at the Enlightenment Congress.
There will be a separate charge for the luncheon, which
will feature a talk by an eminent scholar in the field of
eighteenth-century Scottish studies. (Nicholas Phillipson
of the University of Edinburgh has tentatively agreed to
be that speaker, provided that his schedule permits him
to be in Britain at that time.) The luncheon will be
scheduled on the same day as the ECSSS seminar (23
July}.

Although these will be the only official ECSSS
events at the Congress, there will be other papers and
seminars of special interest to our members. One of
them is a seminar on James Boswcll, organized by
ECSSS member Gregory Chngham, that will include
papers by several other members.

For general information on the Congress, write:
Enlightenment Congress, Dept of French, University of
Bristol, 19 Woodland Road, Bristol BS§ 1TE, UK.

Note: ECSS8S will sponsor one session at the ASECS
meeting in Pittsburgh next spring even though our an-
nual meeting will be at Bristol. Proposals for papers
should be submitted to the executive secretary im-
mediately.

1992: Downtown Philly with EC/ASECS

At our 1988 business meeting in New Orleans,
ECSSS voted to proceed with plans for a joint meeting
with the East Central branch of the American Society
for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Since then the execu-
tive secretary has been in communication with his coun-
terpart at EC/ASECS, Mary Margaret Stewart (herself
a fine Boswell scholar before moving on to other topics).
He can now report that EC/ASECS has approved the
joint conference, which will be held over a three-day
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period during the last two weeks of October 1992, The
conference site will be a hotel in downtown Philadel-
phia, in or near the historic district. The tentative theme
for the conference, as agreed to by the executive sec-
retaries of ECSSS and EC/ASECS, is “Centers and
Peripheries of Enlightenment.”

ECSSS is looking for members who wish to become
involved with planning and developing this exciting joint
conference. Opportunities exist for serving on both the
joint arrangements committee and the joinl program
commitiee, though members of the former commitiec
should be residents of the greater Philadelphia area.
Individuals who are members of both societies are par-
ticularly encouraged to become involved.

1993: Hume in Ottawa?

As of press time, plans for a joint conference with
the Hume Society in the summnier of 1993, on the theme
“Hume in His Scottish Setting,” were still uncertain.
Although the two societies seem to have reached a
tentative agreement on most matters, including the sitc
{Ottawa), we arc awailing a [inal commitment from the
designated conference organizer, David Raynor, who is
attempting to secure a generous grant from the
Canadian government.

We hopc that the remaining points of uncertainty
will soon be resolved, and that we will be able to pro-
ceed with plans for this conference.

1994: John Carter Brown Library

The John Carter Brown Library in Providence,
Rhode Island, famcd for its collection of early materials
on the Americas, has invited ECSSS to participate in a
conference/exhibit in June 1994, The cxhibit will focus
on a broad range of Scottish connections with the
Americas, with attention to the period before as well as
after 1700 and to arcas such as the Caribbean, Central
America, and South America as well as the thirtcen
British colomes. Accommodation will be at Brown
University, and a conference trip is being planned to the
nearby home of Bishop Berkeley, who lived in Rhode
Island for two years.

After consulting the president and vice-president,
the executive secretary of ECSSS has accepted the
JCBL’s invitation in the name of the society, pcnding
final approval by the membership at the Glasgow busi-
ness meeting,

The director of The John Carter Brown Library,
Norman Fiering, is well known for his fine books on
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century British  and
American ties in the areas of religion (especially
Jonathan Edwards) and moral philosophy (especially at
Harvard). Dr. Fiering initially approached ECSSS
member Robert Kent Donovan about the possibility of
arranging an exhibit on Scotland and the Americas in
1994, for which the library would produce a handsome







and The Royal Bank of Scotland, they have invited all
twenty holders of the Nobel Prize in economics to speak
on Smith and his relevance today. Some ECSSS
members intending to attend our Glasgow conference at
the end of July may be able to combine it with this one.

For more information, write to the Secretariat,
Adam Smith Bicentenary, Meeting Makers, 50 Rich-
mond St, Glasgow G1 1XP, Scotland, UK.

The Legacy of Adam Smith. Co-sponsored by the
Royal Society of Canada and the University of British
Columbia, this symposiom will be held at UBC on 28-29
September 199%). Sessions are scheduled on “Smith and
Moral Philosophy,” “Smith and History,” “Smith and
Economics,” and “Smith and Scholarship, Language,
and Criticism.” Participating ECSSS members include
D. D. Raphael, Michael Barfoot, F. L. van Holthoon,
Andrew Skinner, John Dwyer, and Hiroshi Mizuta.
ECSSS founding president Ian Ross helped to organize
this symposium.

Other Conferences and Societies

ASECS at Minneapolis. ECSSS’s parent society
held another fine conference this spring, and ECSSS
members were once again active in a variety of ways.
Four sessions were devoted exclusively to Scottish
thought and culture. There was a session on Hume's
thought that included a paper by ECSSS member
LaVonne Faruki; a session on “Medicine in Eighteenth-
Century Scotland” that featured ECSSS members John
Wright, Anita Guerrini, and Roger Emerson; a working
meeting/session of the three editors of the Complete
Works of Tobias Smollett, among them ECSSS members
Jerry C. Beasley and O. M. Brack; and a session on
“Adam Smith m Scotland and America,” whose only two
papers were by members John Dwyer and Roger Fech-
ner. Other ECSSS members taking part in the con-
ference were Henry L. Fulton and Thomas Jemielity.

Roger Enerson represented ECSSS at the annual
Affiliate Socicties Breakfast, where it was revealed that
T.E.D. Braun is stepping down as chair of the Affiliate
Societies Committee. From our inception in 1986 Ted
Braun has been a source of tremendous encouragement
for our enterprise, for which ECSSS will always be
grateful. Our deepest thanks, Ted, for helping (o launch
and sustain ECSSS during our early years.

Burns, Song and Revolution at Stirling. In Sep-
tember 1989 the Centre for Scottish Literature & Cul-
ture at the University of Stirling hosted this one-day
conference. Highlights included the presentation of new
computer evidence on the question of Burns’s author-
ship of “The Tree of Liberty” and the singing of that
song and others by Jean Redpath. ECSSS members
Ken Simpson and Donald Low (director of the Centre)
also delivered papers.

ESHSS Autumn Conferences. At its autumn 1989
conference at the University of Glasgow, the Economic
& Social History Society of Seotland heard a number of
speakers on the subject of “Medicine and Society.” The
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theme of the autumn 1990 conference, to be held at the
University of Strathelyde in Glasgow, is *The Calture,
Economy and Society of Urban Scotland” since 1500.
Among the scheduled speakers are lan Whyte, Peter
Reed, Gordon Jacksonm, Stana Nenadic, and Callum
Brown.

Strathclyde Centre for Scottish Cultural Studies.
The University of Strathclyde started this center with a
bang, drawing an audience of 450 to its “Burns Now”
confercnce in Janvary 1990 (organized by Andrew
Noble). Early in May another large crowd heard David
Daiches give the inaugural lecture on “Scottish Rhetoric
and American Independence.” For morc information
write to the director, Ken Simpson, at the University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow G1 1XH, Scotland, UK.

Folger Seminars by Mason and Robertson. As
noted in last year’s newsletter, the Folger Imstitute in
Washington, D.C. will feature two Scottish seminars in
connection with the Center for the History of British
Political Thought. The first, led by Roger A. Mason, is
entitled “Scots and Britons: Scottish Political Thought
and the Union of 1603.” It will meet on Thursday and
Friday afternoons from 20 September through 14
December 1990. The second, led by John Robertson, is
called “Union, State, and Empire: The Political Iden-
tities of Britain, 1688-1750.” It will meet on Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday afternoons from 20 May through
27 June 1991.

For more information write: The Folger Institute,
Folger Shakespeare Library, 201 E. Capitol St, S.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20003, USA.

Hume Society in Canberra. The Australian Nation-
al University in Canberra will play host to the seven-
teenth Hume conference from 27 June to 1 July 1990.
ECSSS members Knud Haakonssen and David Fate
Norton are the conference organizers. Among our
many members who will be participating are R. G. Frey,
John Wright, Charlotte Brown, David Raynor, David
Norton, Stanley Tweyman, M. A. Stewart, and F. L. van
Holthoon.

History of Universities at Aberdeen and Glasgow.
Two consecutive conferences will be held on the history
of universities this summer, First, ECSSS member
Jennifer Carter of the University of Aberdecen will host a
conference on the distinctive character of the Scottish
university system, 26-29 June 1990 Several of the pa-
pers will relate to seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
matters of interest to our readers, including those by
Christine Shepherd, Deborah Brunton, Colin A.
McLaren, Allan A, MacLaren, and Roy Macleod. Then
from 29 June to 1 July the University of Glasgow will
host a more general conference on the history of univer-
sities that includes an interesting session on attendance
at early modern European universities.

There is a reduced rate for people attending both
conferences. For more information, contact: J. J.
Carter, Dept of History, King’s College, Aberdeen AB9
2UB, Scotland, UK, or Michael S. Moss, Conference
Organizer, The Archives, University of Glasgow G12
8QQ, Scotland, UK,







Edinburgh History Magazine: “A Labour of Love”

Edinburgh History Magazine made its debut in the summer of 1989. Though short, the articles are generally
quite interesting and informative, and the presence of illustrations adds considerably to the pleasure of the read. At
a time when the divide between professional academic journals and the popular press seems to be growing wider
than ever, this delightful new magazine is helping to bridge the gap. It’s almost a History Today for Edinburgh.

Quite a few of the articles in the early issues of the magazine deal with eighteenth-century topics. Numbers 1
and 2 contain a two-part piece by Jim Gilhooley on the Edinburgh volunteers of 1745 and the man who commanded
them, George Drummond, about whom few kind words are said. Also in the first issue is an article by Stephen
Jacyna on Dr. John Thomson and the teaching of surgery at Edinburgh in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. The second issue is devoted almost entirely to eighteenth-century topics. In addition to the second part
of Gilhooley’s piece on Drummond, there are two articles on Edinburgh’s greatest Scots poet: one, by Tony
MacManus, focuses on Robert Fergusson’s relationship with his native city; the other, by Dr. Allan Beveridge (a
consultant psychiatrist), reconsiders the question of Fergusson’s health and argues that, though he may have been
plagued by venereal disease and other ailments, Fergusson did not live a life of dissipation and probably died from
complications resulting from a head injury. There is also an article by Bill Zachs that explores the possibility that
Alexander Kincaid’s History of Edinburgh (1787) incorporated portions of an unpublished history of the town by the
unfortunate Gilbert Stuart (on whose life and thought Zachs will soon publish the first modern study).

If Edinburgh History Magazine is great fun to read, it requires a great deal of time and effort to produce. In
March Eighteenth-Century Scotland caught up with the magazine’s founder and editor, John Dallas, who kindly
agreed to answer a few questions about how and why he does it. At the time, issue 3 was about to be published,
with issue 4 planned for June.

ECS: Starting a quarterly magazine, even on a small scale, is no minor undertaking. What exactly did you hope
to achieve?

Dallas: My aims in starting it up are, dare I say, not academic, but I do feel very strongly about the popular
presentation of Scottish history and culture, and I want to see the magazine present soundly researched material in
a popular and attractive way. So much material of potential popular interest never reaches a popular audience, and
I am trying to find postgraduates, researchers, and academics who are interested in producing articies on a popular
level; perhaps, as in the case of Dr. Beveridge’s article on Robert Fergusson, simply abridged versions of research
intended for academic journals. A humble attempt, I suppose, to break the chains of haggis and bagpipes, or in
Edinburgh’s case Burke and Hare!

ECS: What sort of reaction have you had?

Dallas: The magazine has met with a great deal of support from the Scottish History Department here at the
University. Michael Lynch, for example, contributed an article on Edinburgh in the age of James VI to the first
issue. Edinburgh University Library has also been very helpful, and I would also like to mention Edinburgh District
Council’s new “People’s Story” museum, whose researchers are willing to contribute on a fairly regular basis. The
fact that the Edinburgh press have totally ignored the magazine has been a great disappointment. But there are
indications that many readers are appreciative. Issue 3 prints a letter I received from the late Lord Kilbrandon,
who wrote that the magazine “strikes a nice balance between scholarship and general interest.” T was very pleased
to receive this as it 1s exactly what I intended when I set out. And now the Edinburgh District Council has offered
its sponsorship, which is gratifying,

ECS: It’s clear from the prefatory remarks to the first issue that you are an Edinburgh native. What sort of
education and background have you had?

Dailas: 1 am indeed Edinburgh born and bred. Ileft school at the age of fifteen and started as an architectural
draftsman before going into bookselling. I was manager of the University Bookshop in Dundec in 1979 when, at
the age of thirty, I decided to change course and try to fulfill an ambition to study history. My children were quite
young at the time, but I was desperate to return to Edinburgh, and it seemed a now-or-never time to make such a
decision. A year at college followed, then an M.A. in history at Edinburgh University, and finally a year at
Aberystwyth for a post-graduate qualification in librarianship. In 1985-86 I spent a year in the BBC film library, as
a researcher/cataloguer, but was once again homesick for Edinburgh. Since 1987 I have been working in
Edinburgh University Library, cataloguing on-line the “Dugald Stewart Collection.”

ECS: Would you mind telling us a bit more about the Dugald Stewart project?

Dallas: The General Council of Edinburgh University was keen to make some contribution to the Eighteenth-
Century Short Title Catalogue and made some money available for the university library. As the grant was for a
limited period, it was decided to attempt to catalogue a specific collection. The Dugald Stewart Collection was
perhaps an obvious candidate. As your readers will know, Stewart was professor of moral philosophy here at
Edinburgh from 1785 to his retirement in 1809. The collection is the work of three generations: Dugald himself; his
father Matthew, who had been professor of mathematics; and his son Colonel Matthew Stewart. It is very rich in
early books, but as one would expect the bulk of it dates from the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. There
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Catalogue (a name change that, strictly-speaking, is a misnomer, as scholars of Scottish studies will immediately
appreciate, but has the convenience of allowing the project to keep the same initials).

My interest in the ESTC is two-fold. It is my livelihood, as I am employed by the North American branch of the
project in Riverside, and it is also a major source for my own research as a library school student at UCLA. I hope
to illustrate in this article how useful the database can be to those still innocent of its potential by drawing on my
own familiarity with the ESTC, both as a producer and a user of its bibliographic records.

The usefulness of any type of database, whether manual or electronic, is determined by two things: the quality
of the information contained within the record, and the ease and specificity of access to the record. We work very
hard to ensure that the quality of our records is high. But access is the true glory of this system. For virtually any
research topic, it should be possible with a little forethought and some experimentation to design searches which
retrieve records relevant to one’s topic, while discarding irrelevancies. One of the tremendous advantages of a
project like the ESTC is that a number of hitherto unknown titles, editions, and variants have turned up as libraries
describe their holdings. So not only does one save enormous amounts of time over manual methods by using the
EISTC to locate titles and recorded copies, but one also has access to new titles and other variants not available
clsewhere,

Most of the ficlds - the discrete information areas in a computer record - of the ESTC are searchable. One can
search by an author’s name, a book’s title (exactly as it begins or using just words from the title), by imprint, notes,
or by other reference works cited in the record (Foxon’s English verse 1701-1750 for songs or poems, for example,
or Moore’s bibliography of Defoe for items written by Defoe). Searches by library symbol, call number, and genre
are available, as are various browse indexes.

It is not possible to go into detail here about searching. Literature is available to provide the searcher with such
instructions. It is important to understand, though, that the computer’s capabilitics to include, exciude, and
combine data equip one with the power to mnanipulate the database for one’s own purpose. Following are a few
examples to illustrate the possibilities of the ESTC database for research,

ESTC cataloguers do not add subject headings, but subject access is possible primarily through the title and the
call number. A searcher familiar with a particular area of interest may already have a good idea which words in a
title word search would retrieve relevant entries. Using the title word browse index at this point may prove helpful,
both in determining what words to search with, and in determining deviant spellings. Each title retrieved can
suggest new words as a basis for further searches.

A title word search is not usually enough, however, especially if the searcher is interested in comprehensiveness.
The notes field provides an excellent adjunct in this situation. ESTC cataloguing rules require that notes be added
on the subject of a work if not apparent from the title. Thus, since many titles of the time are not particularly
specific or descriptive of their subjects, a search of the notes field is an essential component to a subject search of
the database.

I can give an example from my own research on Jacobitism during the age of the Old Pretender. Title word
searches using jacobit# and pretend# (# is a truncation symbol) bring up a great number of entries. These entries
represent only a portion of the total number of entries on the subject, however. If I add a note word search, again
using jacobit# or pretend#, I get a great many more entries. This set does need to be trimmed down, because it
also includes all the items relatmg to the Young Pretender. I remedy this by limiting the search by date, something
quite easily done,

There are many ways to combine searches to include or exclude elements. Someone interested in the printing
history of a particular place, Perth for example, could do a scarch of all items printed in Perth. It is not now
possible to do a scarch of all items printed in Scotland as such (although it is for users of the ESTC on the British
Library’s on-line service, BLAISE-LINE), but it is possible to search all items printed in Scotland city by city:
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Stirling, ctc., narrowed by year or decade if desired. Items featuring a particular printer,
publisher, or bookseller can also be gathered in a like manner.

Since bibliographical records contain location information, it is possible to include a library symbol as part of
the search. If onc were planning to do research in a particular institution or group of institutions, a search of the
ESTC could be designed to include only the items held by those institutions. Those interested primarily in content
will appreciate that many of the items included in the ESTC have been microfilmed by Research Publications, Inc.
and are available in a sct of more than 3600 reels entitled “The Eighteenth Century.” ESTC records include the
reel and item number of microfilmed works.

The ESTC is a special database in the Research Libraries Group’s computer system, the Research Libraries
Information Network (RLIN). RLIN is now offering accounts for individuals. A personal computer, a modem, and
an RLIN account are all that are needed to gain access to the database. In America the cost of the account, as of
Janunary 1990, was $219 for ten hours. The $219 includes both long-distance charges and computer time, and the
ten hours may be used in great lumps or little snatches, as you like. You will find that even one hour of compuier
time goes a long way; ten hours are enough to support several different projects. The subscription fee for an
individual account is only $119 if your institution is on Internet, a research institution network. The computer
center at your institution can tell you if that is the case.
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the alienated state produced by skepticism, and tried to come to terms with his discovery of a sense of direction in
life through German idealist philosophy inspired by Kant and through Romantic “natural supernaturalism.”

The thirty-five students in the class, mostly English majors but including a sprinkling of others from history,
economics, and science departments, were sometimes bemused by the philosophical content of the course, but they
worked hard on the whole to get a handle on the relevant arguments in Hume and Smith and Ferguson, and they
thoroughly enjoyed pursuing the ramifications of (and responses to) their ideas in the creative writers. We also had
some lively debates about the success of Hume’s secular, skeptical thinking in constituting our modern viewpoint,
and how artists such as Carlyle have tried to bring some awareness of the “sacred and transcendent” back into our
lives. Through the term, the fall of the old Communist regimes in Eastern Europe brought up the question of the
seductive appeal of Smith’s ideas concerning the free market and competition as mechanisms for securing the good
life. At one point the class was sharply divided along gender lines when we discussed the limitations of Ferguson’s
sociology arising from his male bias. When dealing with Burns and Scott, we traced to some extent the reception of
their work in Europe and North America and the way it inspired poets and novelists in many languages. It is fair to
say that the students were amazed that a relatively small country in a short period could have had such an impact,
and one to which their other courses had not exposed them.

In the last week of the course the class organized a ceilidh to which we invited students from a parallel course
on the German Enlightenment. We spent a stimulating evening seeing slides evoking the course of the
Enlightenment in Germany and Scotland, exchanging views about intellectual developments of the period in the two
countries, and quizzing a French professor about the Enlightenment and the 1789 Revolution. To round off the
evening we had some piping and Scottish country dances. The final examination revealed that most of the students
had thought hard about the authors we studied, and the general standard of their answers was impressive.

Reprinting the Scottish Enlightenment II: Thoemmes Ltd.
by Richard B. Sher

Although a latecomer to the field of Scottish Enlightenment reprints, Thoemmes Antiquarian Books Ltd. of
Bristol is now making its mark with authority. In 1989 Thoemines released its first series of “Books on David
Hume and on the Scottish Enlightenment,” and plans are now in place for a new series of Scottish Enlightenment
reprints that is scheduled to appear toward the end of 1990.

The 1989 scries consists of eight facsimile reprints, handsomely cased in red covers with gold blocking on the
spine. All of the volumes are long out of print, and some have new introductions. Dates of the editions used, pages
of reprinted text, and current list prices are shown in parentheses.

Francis Hutcheson, Thoughts on Laughter and Observations on ‘The Fable of the Bees’ (1758, 123 pp.; £28). This
is a reprint of the Glasgow edition published by the Foulis brothers in 1758 (originally published by them in 1750),
with an Introduction by J. V. Price that provides the publication history. The piece on laughter originally appeared
as three letters by Philomeides in the Dublin Journal in 1725; the Observations was originally published in the same
journal in 1726 under the initials “P. M.” They show us the young Irish philosopher engaged with leading English
thinkers of the early cighteenth century: Addison in the first instance, Mandeville in the second.

Owen Manning, An Inquiry into the Grounds and Nature of the Several Species of Ratiocination (1750; 66 pp.;
£28). The subtitle of this little-known pamphlet identifies Hume’s first Enquiry as its occasional target, and the
introduction by John Price identifies Manning as a Cambridge man. This politely critical pamphlet will be of
particular interest to students of Hume’s epistemology and metaphysics (there is a brief discussion of mathematical
probability that deserves to be better known).

James Balfour, 4 Delineation of the Nature and Obligation of Morality with Reflexions upon Mr Hume's Book
Intitled An Inquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals (1753; 175 pp.; £30). The anonymous Delineation was one of
the first replies to Hume’s Enguiry, and it earned its author a rare reply from Hume (sent to the publisher).
Balfour’s perspective is that of a decidedly religious Scottish moralist, which may have helped to earn him the chair
of moral philosophy at Edinburgh University in 1754. It also helped, however, to have well-placed kinsmen like
Gavin Hamilton and John Balfour, who published his book and helped to fix his chair. Though this volume is most
welcome, the publishers should have reproduced the second edition, which contains an important Appendix on the
superiority of “reason” to “sentiment” as the foundation of morals.

Letters of Eminent Persons Addressed to David Hume. Ed. J. E. [sic] Burton (1849; 334 pp.; £40). Although
most of Hume’s own letters have been published in three volumes, the majority of the letters written to him remain
unpublished (the largest collection, formerly in the Royal Society of Edinburgh, was recently moved to the National
Library of Scotland). J. H. Burton selected approximately 150 for inclusion in this volume from among those he
had not found useful in writing his earlier biography of Hume. His chief criterion seems to have been the eminence
of the correspondents, who include a large number of French men and women whose letters are not translated into
English (e.g. Turgot, Diderot, d’Alembert, Malsherbes, Helvetius, Madame de Boufflers, Suard) but relatively few
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intended to support Hume’s aim of giving probability a central place in reasoning. Anti-religious attacks on a belief
in miracles had been quite common, and Wootton shows that particular features of Hume’s treatment suggest the
influence of an anonymous French work. Nevertheless, he adds, Hume rightly claimed originality because he
applied probability theory in a new way. Wootton's paper admirably combines historical detection with philosophi-
cal acumen.

The once disputed question whether Hume was at all influenced by Berkeley has received a clear affirmative
answer in relation to Berkeley’s Principles. David R. Raynor shows that Berkeley’s Three Dialogues, (oo, had a part
in the formation of Hume’s thought, especially on identity, both of things and of persons. It is interesting to learn
from Raynor that the bundle theory of the self had been around for some time, having been considered not only by
Berkeley but also by Cudworth and Hutcheson.

The book gives some prominence to Hutcheson, notably in a paper by James Moore on “The Two Systems of
Francis Hutcheson.” Neither “system” is the posthumous work entitled A4 Systemn of Moral Philosophy, which
Hutcheson himself rightly called a “farrago.” The first system is contained in the two early books (four treatises),
which form Hutcheson’s distinctive contribution to moral philosophy and which, Moore says, countered a prevalent
“Augustinian dualism.” The second systcm, following traditional lines, is in the three Latin textbooks, described
disinissively by Hutcheson himself as mere manuals for students. Moore thinks they were written at the start of
Hutcheson’s professorship in Glasgow; but he also records the suggestion of M. A. Stewart (to my mind well
founded) that they may go back to Hutcheson’s Dublin Academy days, since they include logic and metaphysics,
which he taught there but not at Glasgow.

While I have reservations on some details, I think Moore’s general thesis is clearly right. The subsequent essay
by Knud Haakonssen disputes it, claiming a coherent unity for Hutcheson’s work and emphasizing his treatment of
natural jurisprudence in the Latin textbook on ethics and in the posthumous Systern. Richard B. Sher, writing a
long essay about the history of the moral philosophy chair at Edinburgh, begins with the widespread practical
influence exerted by Hutcheson’s teaching and by those two books reflecting it. Hutcheson served as an example to
be emulated at Edinburgh and elsewhere. The main point of Sher’s fascinating account of the Edinburgh chair, and
of moral philosophy in Scotland as a whole, is that teachers of the subject were expected to be “professors of
virtue” - to inculcate as well as to explicate morality.

The general history of moral philosophy in Scotland is discussed in a different way by Roger L. Emerson, who
siresses 1its connection with the sciences, noting that some professors of moral philosophy were also competent
teachers of mathematics or natural philosophy. P. B. Wood concentrates on the connection at Aberdeen. He
describes different traditions at the two Aberdeen colleges and observes that the replacement of regents by
professors led to increased specialization and a weakening of “scientism” in moral philosophy. John P. Wright does
a similar job in reverse, but with more precise detail, showing that the teaching of physiology at Edinburgh had a
strong connection with metaphysics, especially on the relation of body and mind. His essay belongs more to the
history of science than of philosophy, but there is a philosophical interest in his distinetion between substance
dualism and function dualism.

This is an interesting and valuable volume. My allocation of space has prevented me from doing justice to
several of the contributors, but I must find room for one general suggestion. The editor properly insists that the
history of philosophy should be credible as history, and he deplores a treatment that uses a fanciful picture of a past
philosopher for modern philosophical exercises. Still, it is a pity that his collection of essays has a comparative
dearth of philosophical comment. Certain philosophical texts are prominent in the history of philosophy with the
status of classics because they address issues and employ arguments that have a permanent relevance. The history
of philosophy is impoverished if they are examined purely in historical terms. Of course, the editor has to make the
best of what is submitted to him, but I hope that for future volumes he will encourage suitable philosophical as well
as historical discussion.

D. D. Raphael, Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine

Thomas Reid, The Philosophical Orations of Thomas Reid: Delivered at Graduation Ceremonies in King's College,
Aberdeen 1753, 1756, 1759, 1762. Edited with an Introduction and Bibliography by D. D. Todd. Translated by
Shirley Darcus Sullivan (Journal of the History of Philosophy Monograph Series). Carbondale and Edwardsville,
IlL.: Southern llinots University Press, 1989. Pp. vii + 86.

This translation of Thomas Reid’s graduation orations is a slightly revised version of a work first published in
1977 in the Philosophical Research Archives series. Copies of the earlier edition were difficult to locate, and it is
good to see this volume in a more readily available form, especially since Reid’s orations include valuable
information about his activities as a regent at King’s College, Aberdeen.

Although Reid’s Glasgow lectures on moral philosophy are well documented, fewer traces remain of his course
of philosophy at King’s, There are papers associated with his natural philosophy and mathematics lectures among
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democracy and aristocracy (pp. 50, 59). He fails to see that Hume thinks it is often difficult to establish a
government of laws not men in an absolute monarchy.

At no point does Phillipson take account of the fact that the History is explicitly a work in praise of the existing
English constitution. Thus, in its last paragraph Hume states that the English “have happily established the most
perfect and most accurate system of liberty that was ever found compatible with government,” and that the main
utility of history lies in “instructing them to cherish their present constitution.” Such statements are accompanied
elsewhere by praise of peculiarly English institutions, such as habeas corpus, by an identification of mixed
government with classical ideals, and by arguments in favor of political conflict as opposed to tranquillity. Even in
the Treatise Hume had provided a direct defense of the Revolution of 1688 as necessary to the preservation of
public liberty, by which he seems to have mcant something more than mere legal security.

Phillipson believes that Hume’s de factoist political principles ought to have led him to support the claims of
established government in 1640 and in 1688. Perbaps so: Duncan Forbes certainly thought that Hume was
inconsistent on the Revolution of 1688. But whether or not we can identify a consistent political theory in the
History, it is clear from the narrative that Hume supports the Parliamentarians in 1640 (and indeed until the Grand
Remonstrance in December of 1641) and sees in James’s behavior in Scotland evidence of prospective tyranny as
early as 1682. In the History Hume is, as he claimed, Whig on these key questions of principle, even if he is Tory in
his assessment of the character of Charles I, and consequently an admirer of Falkland and Clarendon, who rightly
abandoned the parliamentary cause once the principle of mixed monarchy had been established. “Of the Parties of
Great Britain,” after all, praises those honest men who know when to change sides.

Phillipson, who does not recognize Hume’s defense of the claims of Parliament in the face of Tudor and Stuart
despotism, and who only touches on Hume’s account of the social causes of the Civil War, thinks Hume blames the
conflict entirely on Puritan enthusiasm (pp. 90-93). In fact Puritanism and (equally obnoxious in his eyes)
Arminianism serve Hume only to explain why a peaceful revolution was transformed into a bloody and prolonged
conflict. In place of Hume’s complex narrative, in the course of which Hume himself shifts allegiances, Phillipson
substitutes a Hume who consistently favors absolutism, both as legitimate in the seventeenth century and as
preferable in his own day.

Certainly Hume was prepared to defend the civilized absolutisms of the eighteenth century, but he also thought
they were a strikingly novel accomplishment. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the choice had not been
between mixed government and civilized absolutism, but between mixed government and despotism. In the rcign of
Henry VI, for example, the English are described as being “like eastern slaves, . . . inclined to admire those acts of
violence and tryranny which were exercised over themselves, and at their own expence.” The true story of the
History is not how the English failed to preserve a legitimate absolutism, but how they thwarted attempts to
cstablish a Turkish despotism.

An adequate account of the History would have to present it as a work that embodies a philosophical
methodology, is rooted in a historiographical tradition, and is in praise of mixed government and intelligent
resistance to tyranny. It would, in other words, have to present it as the work of a skeptical whig. Phillipson has,
unfortunately, given us an account that is more misleading than helpful.

David Wootton, University of Victoria

Malcolm Jack, Corruption & Progress: The Eighteenth Century Debate. New York: AMS, 1989. Pp. xii + 240.

Malcolm Jack has provided us with an able and readable account of the debate surrounding the effects of
material progress that flourished in the eighteenth century. In doing so, he has chosen to focus on the writings of
three figures whom, he contends, embraced widely different conclusions respecting the moral consequences
following in the wake of material improvement: Bernard Mandeville, Rousscau, and Adam Ferguson.

It was Mandeville, Jack maintains, who first called attention to the moral costs of lwary and who offered, in his
Fable of the Bees, the first systematic treatment of the relation between moral well-being and economic improve-
ment, which formed the groundwork for much of the future debate on these subjects. But far from sympathizing
with those who sought to reform society by extirpating greed and selfishness, Mandeville argued that these very
traits acted as the engine of all industry, whose absence would lead to society’s collapse; we thus all gain from man’s
corruption. Jack traces the ethical cynicism immplicit in Mandeville’s conclusions to a profound psychological
conservatism rooted in an Augustinian pessimism about human nature. And this Augustinian moraliste tradition,
Jack asserts, lay at the core of one of the approaches to the corruption debate.

Rousseau’s conclusions, of course, stand in sharp contrast to those reached by Mandeville. Although aware of
the economic lessons contained in the Fable of the Bees, Rousseau was not prepared to abandon the attempt to
redeem man, who had fallen from his original state of grace through pride and avarice. The history of man’s moral
degeneration, as recounted in the Discourses, is inextricably linked to man’s material advancement, and particularly
to the institutional arrangements that made such advancement possible. The pursuit of luxury, which is by its
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Reformed emphasis on the absolute (rather than conditional) nature of the Covenant of Grace, on “God’s gracious
dealing with men in Christ” rather than on the doctrine of election, and that their doing so was simply misun-
derstood by contemporary churchmen steeped in the reaction to Antinomianism of the late seventeenth century.
As the author puts it on the last page of the book: “The Marrow Controversy may be viewed as a conflict between
the-majority in the Church of Scotland who represented in some degree a late seventeenth century tendency toward
Legalism, Neomianism and even Arminianism in Reformed thought (which proved a seed bed for later
Moderatism) and the minority who wished to return to what they considered, perhaps rightly, true Reformed
Orthodoxy. . . . Thus we may conclude that, while the ecclesiastical process was essentially fair and representative of
the mind of the majority of the ministers of the Church, the General Assembly was mistaken in its historical
judgment in condemning the Marrow as incompatible with the Westminster Standards and Reformed Orthodoxy.”

This thesis provides a framework for making sense of the pamphlet war that raged throughout the controversy.
For if Lachman’s thesis is correct, it follows that the Marrow Men lost out largely because they could not articulate
their position as well as their opponents. Works such as James Hadow’s The Antinomianism of the Marrow of
Modern Divinity Detected (1721) were considered “virtually unanswerable” (p. 484), and by the time the Marrow
Men began to produce more sophisticated defenses, at the very end of the controversy and after it had been
decided against them, they failed to turn the tide. Their failure was brought about not only by their shortcomings as
polemicists but also by the fact that the doctrine and terminology of the early seventeenth century was so unfamiliar
to many Scottish churchmen of their day that “they reacted [to the Marrow]} with suspicion and even hostility” (p.
488).

Although Lachman’s command of his materials is remarkable, he seems to slide too easily from a position that
merely defends the Marrow Men from charges of heresy by pointing out the orthodoxy of early seventeenth-ccntury
Reformed theology and the silence of the Westminster Confession on certain key issues (e.g., p. 486) and a final
conclusion (quoted above) that practically accuses the opponents of the Marrow of heresies inherited from the
dominant theology of the late seventeenth century. These positions are not the same, and the author would have
done well to clarify his views on this matter. Readers should be warned that the book is printed poorly (why use an
Apple Macintosh to get the look of a typewriter?) and so detailed in its treatment of narrow doctrinal points, and
now forgotten theological authors and works, that it may constitute difficult reading for anyone other than divinity
specialists. The author has wisely included chapter summaries that convey his main ideas, and thc book’s
fifteen-page Conclusion is worth reading by itseif. The bibliography is excellent.

Richard B. Sher, New Jersey Institute of Technology

Leigh Eric Schmidt, Holy Fairs: Scottish Communions and American Revivals in the Early Modern FPeriod.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989, Pp. xili + 277.

The crowded, protracted, emotion-charged, open-air celebrations of the eucharist in the Church of Scotland,
which annually occupied the temperate months of the year, have long attracted the flecting curiosity of historians of
the eighteenth-century. No recently trained scholar had devoted sustained attention to this rite, however, until
Leigh Eric Schmidt put it under perceptive scrutiny. In this splendidly written revision of a Princeton University
doctoral dissertation, he carefully describes all the events of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, their traditional
performance over several days, the size and make-up of the multitudes who partook of the sacrament (lay people as
well as clergy) and, above all, the deeply ritualistic nature of the occasion. Schmidt leaves no doubt that the
eucharist in the Church of Scotland and its daughter communions was an elaborately ceremonial {east. He points
out that it met the need of the faithful for vividly colored, emotionally inspiring worship once catered to by the
liturgies and folkways of medieval Catholicism. Presbyterians everywhere in the period under consideration
participated in these festivals as he describes them, in Ircland and America as well as in Scotland. The author
divides his attention between eighteenth-century Scotland and the American colonies but also glances occasionally
at ritual practices in Ulster. His study continues into the next century, where he concentrates more intently on
events in the United States.

Throughout Holy Fairs, a title borrowed from that irreverent chronicler of these occasions, Robert Burns, the
author argues that the sacrament held a central place in Presbyterianism of yore and that evangelical fervor
permeated it. Despite concentration on the Word, in preaching many Reformed churchmen fastened steadfastly on
the sacrament and its “unsurpassed power.” Holy Communion not only occupied several days and attractred vast
throngs, who journeyed or “pilgrimaged” from one celebration to another across the summery countryside, but also
had a marked revivalistic character, with much preaching, praying, exhorting, soul-searching, confession,
“witnessing,” and conversion taking place everywhere. Schmidt points out that this festival event of the eighteerth
and nineteenth centuries grew out of similar occasions in the previous century, and that revivalism of one amplitude
or another also marked sacramental occasions in the early 1600s. If worshippers in those years signalized the
Lord’s Supper as intently as Schmidt contends, and if evangelical picty customarily inspired them, then we can see
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article. Noll is too good a historian not to notice that the participants themselves often did not view matters in such
stark terms; thus Witherspoon himself remained on good terms with some of the Edwardsean tutors whose ideas
and influence he supposedly eradicated.

One might ask as well whether the gulf between Witherspoon and his Princeton predecessors was as wide and
unbridgeable as Noll implies; there was more to Presbyterian theology than the influence of Jonathan Edwards. In
Scotland, the synthesis of evangelical piety and moral philosophy that Witherspoon adopted was widely dispersed
among such Popular Party colleagues as John Erskine and Thomas Randall, and they corresponded regularly with
American Presbyterians. Witherspoon’s two immediate predecessors, Samual Finley and, especially, Samuel
Davies, were as famous as Witherspoon for a dedication to political liberty that matched their devotion to piety.
Other colonial Presbyterians, such as Finley's student Benjamin Rush, were well on their way to assimilating
religious cnlightenment and republicanism before Witherspoon’s arrival. Indeed, the synthesis Noll finds so
troubling posed remarkably few anxieties in Presbyterians who may not have been full-fledged adherents of a
Christian enlightenment already; neither were they staunch opponents of everything the Enlightenment stood for.
Thus Witherspoon’s influence may have been the result not only of his ability to merge contradictory philosophical
positions but also of the particularly optimistic social vision he promoted, one that derived from the provincial
society of eighteenth-century Scotland and one that proved (o be just as resonant in provincial America.

Ned Landsman, State University of New York at Stony Brook

Kenneth Simpson, The Protean Scot: The Crisis of Identity in Eighteenth-Century Scottish Literature. Aberdeen:
Aberdeen University Press, 1988. Pp. x + 287.

Kenneth Simpson has written a study of six eighteenth-century writers - Tobias Smollett, James Macpherson,
John Home, James Boswell, Heary Mackenzie, and Robert Burns - in the context of what he sees as the dilemmas
of identity and relationship resulting from the position of Scotland, with its legacy of post-Union ambivalenee of
feeling and of Calvinism. His book i1s clearly the product of much reading in both primary and secondary sources
and of much reflection, and we are given some valuable insights into aspects of all the authors discussed. 1 think he
is too kind to Macpherson - the sheer monotony of those short exclamatory lines soon becomes a weariness to the
ear - and perhaps also to Home, whose Douglas is really full of the most insufferable attitudinizing. On the other
hand, he is somewhat hard on Burns, though his two chapters on the poet, emphasizing his role-taking, are truly
illuminating. He is good on Boswell, though he has nothing really new to say, excellent on Henry Mackenzie, and
full of interest on Smollett. And he has an interesting chapter on the attitude of the Scottish literati to Scottish
poetry, though an awareness of Thomas Ruddiman and the shortlived tradition of Scottish vernacular humanism
that he founded would have given an extra dimension to this discussion.

These are not separated chapters. They are linked by a thesis, which concerns the fragmentation of Scottish
identity after 1707 (or perhaps before? the argument sometimes discusses Scottish character in the manner of Kurt
Wittlg, as something that has always been self-divided). Time and again we return to the Union as well as to
Calvinism (sometimes referred to as Presbyterianism, but that is a form of church government, not a theology).
The study of cultural causation is always tricky, and my own book The Paradox of Scottish Culture, to which
Simpsen refers generously in his Preface, was perhaps insufficiently aware of that trickiness. In trying to amplify
and illustrate my own diagnosis of the contradictions in eighteenth-century Scottish literary culture, Simpson has
produced some lively and illuminating literary criticism, but at the same time he illustrates the dangers of
generalization about causes and conditions.

If the “Caledonian antisyzygy” is a characteristic of Scottish culture from the beginning, as Simpson sometimes
appears to suggest, then it can have no causal connection with either Calvinism or the Union. The book 1s full of
generalizations that will not bear close examination - e.g. “Calvinism’s influence directed the Scottish writer toward
concern with society rather than the individual”; “the restrained, largely urban and middle-class, world of Scottish
letters since the Union offered little scope for great public deeds, hence compensatory hero-worship thrived.” The
occasional references to Scott are odd: he refers to his “romanticising of warfare” (think of the account of the
Battle of Prestonpans in Waverley!); he says that Scott avoids treating “the present or the immediate past” (Scott’s
best and most characteristic novels deal with the immediate past and, as recent criticism has noted, by implication
with the present). It is a pity that Simpson did not have a chance to see Fiona Stafford’s recent book The Sublime
Savage, before writing his chapter on Macpherson. But if some of the generalizations are suspect, many of the
particular critical analyses are relevant and helpful, and in general this book adds to our understanding of a group
of Scottish writers who are more complex than they are often deemed to be.

David Daiches, Edinburgh
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Mackenzie’s major novels, and the nature of Edinburgh intellectual life during the age of Smith); yet there is plenty
here to inform and instruct about these subjects and many others,

Two of the best letters date from the mwid-1780s and contain Mackenzie’s perceptions of the great changes then
taking place in Edinburgh and Scotland generally. The first (pp. 122-26), to William Carmichael, is undated
(though the editor estimates early 1784) and exists only im a copy in another hand. Other scholars have quoted
from this letter before, but it is good to see it published in full for the first time. Here Mackenzie laments “that
dissipated state” into which Scotland has been slipping for some time as a result of “the progress of Refinement.”
Praise for the New Town is followed by an extraordinary paragraph on the decline of Scottish intellectual life now
that Hume and Kames have died and Robertson, Ferguson, and others are past their prime. This is followed by an
interesting paragraph on the Mirror and another on the foundation of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.

The second letter, written to Comte de Catuelan on 29 January 1785, contains another interesting version of the
view that “Scotland who used to bear a large proportion in the literary fame of Great Britain is not now making
such exertions as formerly” (p. 130). Commenting on Samuel Johnson’s death, Mackenzie insightfully observes: “In
England he is rated too high. In Seotland much too low. He was, I think, if justly appreciated a man of con-
siderable genius, of a strong understanding and of a little mind which last is the reason the Scots hold him in such
contempt and perhaps the very reason why vne half of England rates him so high” (p. 130). Shifting to a discussion
of the “very low” state of “our Theatre and of our Poetry,” Mackenzie offers this perceptive explanation: “The
particular turn of writing and of enquiry in this age tho’ it has many good effects is rather unfavorable to works of
imagination; physics, chemistry and electricity, the reigning studies of the time are all in some degree mechanical -
which proceeding of a series of facts tend rather to suppress the exertions of that creative power” (p. 131).

This is a most welcome publication, and the editor has provided some valuable editorial apparatuses for helping
readers to use it efficiently, These include a brief Introduction; a chronological summary of Mackenzie's life; an
appendix containing several additional documents; an index (including a separate index of Mackenzie’s works); a
useful biographical list of correspondents; full bibliographical information on the source, location, and previous
publication (if any) of all letters; and many learned notes. In some instances one wishes that the notes contained
fuller references to recent literature: for example, no mention is made of John Dwyer’s excellent scholarship on
Mackenzie, and a footnote on the militia pamphlet Sister Peg (p. 293) does not refer to David Raynor’s 1983 reprint
of that work or the controversy over the question of authorship that it generated. Readers unfamiliar with
Drescher’s volume of Mackenzie’s Letters to Elizabeth Rose of Kilravock (1967) would benefit from more
cross-referencing to that work and a more explicit account of the relationship of these two volumes of corres-
pondence to each other. There are a few errors of fact (e.g. Sir John Macpherson is confused with his father on p.
229) and rather too many typographical or printing errors. A list of the letters would have been helpful. More
generally, one would like to know how many letters were left out of this collection (which the editor terms a
“selection” of letters) and what principles lay behind the decision to include certain letters rather than others.

But these criticisms should be put in perspective: this volume represents a complex and important editorial
undertaking, and Drescher is to be congratulated for carrying it out. This book will immediately take its place as
the standard volume of Mackenzie correspondence, and the forthcoming publication of volume 2 - consisting of
previously unpublished literary notes, reviews, and poems - will assure Drescher’s place as the foremost editor of
Mackenzie’s non-fiction.

Richard B. Sher, New Jersey Institute of Technology

John Ashmead and John Davison, The Songs of Robert Bums. New York: Garland Publishers, 1988. Pp. 288.

This performance edition of some forty-five of Burns’s best songs deserves a place of honor in any serious
Burns collection, along with The Songs of Robert Burns: A Study of the Unity of Poetry and Music by Catarina
Ericson-Roos (1977), Thomas Crawford’s Society and the Lyric: A Study of the Song Culture of Eighteenth-Century
Scotland (1979), and Jean Redpath’s recordings of The Songs of Bums arranged by Serge Hovey {Philo PH 1037,
1048, 1071, 1072, 1093), and of Bums Songs from *The Scots Musical Museum’ (Scottish Records SRCM 157, 162,
163). Ashmead and Davison, professors respectively of literature and music, largely succeed in their attempt to
carry out the wish Burns expressed in a letter to George Thomson a few weeks before his death in 1796: “When
your Publication is finished, I intend publishing a collection, on a cheap plan, of all the songs I have written for you,
the Museum, & c. - at least of all the songs of which I wish to be called the Author. - I do not propose this so much
in the way of emolument, as to do justice to my own” (Letters of Robert Bums, ed. Ferguson and Roy, 2:380).

One must add that Garland would appear to have economized in production to such an extent that Burns'’s
phrase “on a cheap plan” acquires ironical accuracy. In other respects the edition is an excellent one, and it is a
matter for real regret that what looks like unimproved daisy-wheel printing was allowed to detract from the
impression made by the book as a whole.
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portraits, for example, of the Laird of Grant’s Piper, and of his champion, brandishing a scimitar-like sword, are
awkward pictures at best but riveting in their naive directness, and fascinating as social documents.

For this reader the most mteresting chapter is the penultimate one dealing with academies such as the “School
of St. Luke,” formed in 1729 by a formidable group of painters, poets, architects, and dealers, of which there was no
real counterpart in London at that date. One tries to imagine these Italian sojourns, working for two hours, as the
text inforins us, in the evenings of the northern winter. What, one wonders, did they do about light?

In this modest, richly illustrated volume James Holloway has provided a valuable and lucid introduction to
Scottish art in this period, and the social fabric from which it came; all the more so for one who did not see the
exhibition. The cutoff date of 1760 precludes the appearance of the major Scottish history painters, David Allan,
Alexander Runciman, and the Rome-based Gavin Hamilton, but their inclusion would have made this quite a
different enterprise.

The shart biographies, and bibliography for each artist, at the end of the volume provide a useful reference and,
one hopes, an impetus for further study.

Frank Cossa, College of Charleston

Patrick Cadell and Ann Matheson, eds. For the Encouragement of Learning: Scotland’s National Library, 1689-1989.
Edinburgh: H. M, Stationery Office, 1989. Distributed in North America by UNIPUB, 4611-F Assembly Drive,
Lanham, MD 20706-4391. Pp. xii + 316.

lain Gordon Brown, Building for Books: The Architectural Evolution of the Advocates’ Library, 1689-1925.
Aberdeen: Aberdeen University Press, 1989. Pp. xx + 273.

These sorely needed publications honor the occasion of the 300th anniversary of the founding of the Advocates’
Library, which in 1925 became the National Library of Scotland. They reveal in intimate detail the fascinating saga
of the beginnings and continued growth of one of the world’s most distinguished libraries. These works make a
resplendant contribution to that unique sub-field of intellectual and cultural history known as histoire du livre, here
characterized by a microanalysis of one Scottish library’s history and impact.

The institutional festschrift For the Encouragement of Learning does not purport to be a history of the NLS,
Rather, this collection of essays by current NLS staff presents, in eight of its eleven chapters, a detailed chronicle of
events, by subject or by period, that can launch and enhance the research of the scholar of eighteenth-century
Scottish book and library history.

By the last quarter of the seventeenth century the Faculty of Advocates had emerged as a powerful corporate
presence on the cultural, intellectual, and social scene - 316 members strong comprising nobility, landed gentry,
lawyers, clergy, academics, and men of commerce. The depth and breadth of the collections is of course not
unrelated to the aggrepgate interests of such a cross-section. By 1680 family linkages, wealth, level of education, and
teaching mission conspired to heighten the need for an institutional setting (as opposed to the home library), where
reading and the pursuit of scholarship could be undertaken individually but with results that would be shared not
only within the immediate legal community but also on a national and international level. For by now Scotland was
not culturally isolated. These learned men, through travel, correspondence and reading, sported impressive private
libraries that reflected a keen interest in the Americas (e.g, William Ker’s 1,450 titles), book collecting, belles
lettres, history, religion, travel and exploration, and a greater and broader interest in their primary mandate:
knowledge of the law.

Thomas I. Rae’s opening essay on the library’s origins reveals that a pattern of bibliophilic, charitable
giving-in-kind was in place a century prior to its founding, so that by 1680 an advocate was expected to “contribute
voluntarily for a libraric.” Rae’s references are particularly edifying, and he sheds light on many Scottish private
libraries of the late seventeenth century. Brian Hillyard’s essay, “The Formation of the Advocates’ Library,
1682-1728,” illuminates the interrelationships of a book trade and a library trade, exemplified by increased
utilization of the Continental auction market; a steady stream of binders, printers, and booksellers who now “think
corporate” rather than “in service” to individual Faculty members; the increased use of foreign agents; the sale of
duplicate holdings by 1703; and a formal plan to recover missing books by allowing users to return books to local
booksellers’ or binders’ shops. Hillyard reiterates the significance of the 1710 Copyright Act, which made the
Advocates’ Library one of nine official depositories for books copyrighted in Great Britain. The first quarter of the
cightcenth century witnessed an increased book budget and a greater need for binders because Stationers” Hall
books were almost always issued unbound. Desiderata lists were in place by 1716, compiled by one of the
Advocates’ most distinguished librarians, Thomas Ruddiman, keeper from 1730 to 1752.

Alastair Cherry’s essay on special collections offers a fascinating account of the named collections in the
Advocates’ Library. He refers to the “diaspora” of the country house library. Such libraries remained intact since
1745 due to the absence of civil war and invasion, but in the twentieth century were subjected to huge estate taxes.
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quarters found better expression in the now thriving book trade of the High Street shops, especially, as Brown
quotes Lockhart, the “great lounging bookshops” of Constable and Cadell, Black and Blackwood.

By 1700 a former dressing room in the basement of Laigh Hall, below Parliament House, had taken its place as
the home of the Advocates’ Library for much of the eighteenth century. This undesirable space violated Naudé’s
express dictum not to place a library near the ground. Though this room had no natural light, the minds of the
Scottish Enlightenment managed to function splendidly in such abysmal surroundings, confirming Leonardo’s adage
that “large rooms distract the mind . . . small rooms discipline it.” But by 1762 water damage was irrevocable and
fire remained a theat due to the need to heat the rooms above.

Chapter 4, “The Ancient, Dark, gothic Room,” vividly describes the interior architecture and furniture of the
library in Laigh Parliament House. By 1719 there was no more shelf space, and by 1741 a coffeehouse was nearby.
The 1732 observation of a visitor remained prophetic: these basement premises offered “a bad situation for books,”
which by 1752 numbered 30,000-40,000 volumes. By 1766 James Boswell served on the library committee, and the
Edinburgh Town Council exhibited a heightened library consciousness. Chapter 5 relates m engaging detail the late
cighteenth-century growth, characterized in no small way by Robert Adams’s participation in the planning and
re-design of the space commencing ca. 1770.

For a reader sensitive to typographical and editorial subtleties, Brown’s book, “typeset from author-generated
discs,” yields some mmor annoyances, such as thin paper, paragraphs that are occasionally too long, and lapses into
awkward phrasing. There are no ‘Notes on Contributors” in either volume. Why should those of us for whom
eighteenth-century Scottish studies constitutes a secondary or ancillary interest have to consult an outside reference
source to learn the backgrounds of the apparently well-credentialed staff of the NLS? Such a lacuna is a disservice
to the authors of the individual chapters of the Encouragement of Leaming as well as to the reader. Both volumes,
however, are well-referenced and amply indexed.

These two monographs can provide a springboard for further research, particularly in North America.
Hypotheses to investigate might include: To what extent did individual members of the Scots emigrés communities
in colonial America have exposure to, or familiarity with, the Advocates’ Library? Did such exposure have an
impact on those individuals’ own libraries or on their role as founders, directors, and trustees of the early American
public or subscription libraries? We know, for example, that many Scots were directors of New York's first
mstitutional library, The New-York Society Library, founded in 1754. To what extent did colonial Scots seek a
higher education in Edinburgh? In the last two cases, did the Advocates’ Library play a role? By provoking such
questions, lain Brown and the other members of the NLS staff have made a significant contribution to that part of
the British-Continental book trade and library history that relates to the cultural, intellectual, and educational
development of eighteenth-century America.

Just as Thomas Jefferson’s reading interests and book buying habits profoundly influenced the nature of the
Library of Congress’s acquisitions policy and bequeathed an institutional persona still operative today, so did the
Scottish founder-advocates in 1682 exhibit a breadth and depth of interest in collection development that befits a
nation’s national library; indeed, that is a requirement for acquiring and maintaining world-class status as a major
research institution.

Linda Kruger, Columbia University

T. M. Devine, Improvement and Enlightenment: Proceedings of the Scottish Historical Studies Seminar, 1957-1988.
Edinburgh: John Donald, 1989. Pp. ix + 146.

On the evidence of these papers, Professor Devine runs a vigorous and stimulating seminar; its contributors
range widely, often using comparative mnaterial as a means of illuminating Scottish questions. T. C. Smout most
obviously addresses questions of Scottishness in his paper, which attempts to explain why Scottish nationalism failed
to emerge in the early nineteenth century given the trends elsewhere and the fact that Scotland possessed a strong
historical tradition and distinctive institutions. He shows that the Scots possessed strong feelings of identity but that
their loyalties, following a concentric pattern, also embraced Britishness. Only at rare moments of stress were the
Scots anti-English. Within Scotland patriotism was not a divisive issue, for its language was shared by both radicals
and improvers. There is not space here to comment in any depth on a fascinating paper, but one might briefly
observe that perhaps it was the very existence of both a powerful historical tradition and the survival of genuine
Scottish institutions that mitigated against the development of nationalism of the sort that developed in Ireland or
on the continent, where traditions or institutions had to be recreated. Another line of investigation might be to
look at the extent of the integration of Scots into English society during the eighteenth-century.

In a fine paper, Andrew Noble argues that James Boswell ended his life as “a truly displaced” person. No
doubt the problems of identity can be acute for an ambitious creative writer, but I wonder whether it was, as here
suggested, the Union that was responsible for creating an environment that was “creatively burtful.” Had
Edinburgh remained a capital city, would Boswell have been as disappointed with it as Rousseau was with his native
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in any of those works. I not only saved time but resolved this editorial problem with a degree of certainty that
would not have been possible if I had simply relied on searching the printed text.

HUMETEXT has a way to go yet. The Essays Moral, Political and Literary are still to come, and the current
versions of the included texts are not nccessarily identical to those that the editors are preparing for their
forthcoming edition of Hume’s philosophical, political, and literary works (Princeton University Press). But
purchasers of 1.0 will be offered updates and additions as they occur, and at “substantially reduced prices.” There
seems little doubt that HUMETEXT is now the way to go.

Richard B. Sher, New Jersey Institute of Technology

Paola Bono, Radicals and Reformers in Late Eighteenth-Century Scotland: An Annotated Checklist of Books,
Pamphlets, and Documents Printed in Scotland 1775-1800. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1989. Pp. 186.

This annotated checklist of pamphlets and other publications on Scottish radicals and reformers was circulated
in 1980 in a privately printed version. It is now published as part of the publications series of the Scottish Studies
Centre of the Johannes Gutenberg Universitat Mainz in Germersheim.

It comprises four sections, dedicated respectively to “Civil and Religious Liberties: General,” “Civil and
Religious Liberties: Scotland,” “Reports of Trials,” and “The Movement against the Slave Trade.” The starting
point of the research is 1775, because in that year the conflict with the American colonies entered its acute phase.
The outward limit is 1800, since repressive legislation passed in 1799-1800 effectively silenced “what opposition had
not already been discouraged by the turn of events in France” (p. 26).

The research has been conducted mainly by drawing up a list of pamphlets from the advertisements in
contemporary periodicals, as well as by perusing library catalogues and thc catalogues of contemporary publishers.
The list opens with Tom Paine’s Common Sense, which was published at Philadelphia in January 1776, and late in
the same year reprinted in Edinburgh and Stirling, in order to show “the real spirit and views of the Colonies . . .
which cannot fail to rouse the indignation of every Briton” (sect. 1, no. 1). It comprises major figures, like John
Witherspoon and Richard Price, but also anonymous pamphlets and minor writings, all of them dealing with topics
such as inequality of representation, defense of the French Revolution, republican government, patronage, and the
war with America. A note on each pamphlet gives essential information concerning the nature and contents of the
pamphlet itsclf. An appendix of “Biographical Notes” (pp. 127-48) provides biographical information about the
authors.

Bono has given us an accurate documentation of an interesting aspect of the Scottish history of the last quarter
of the eighteenth century. Certainly, this is “political history,” and not “material history” or history of “things”
which, according to some historiographical tendencies, dominate mankind and decide events. But probably it is
now time to return to human beings, with their passions, their own role on the scene of history.

Vincenzo Merolle, University of Rome

Briefly Noted

David Moody, Scottish Local History: An Introductory Guide and Scottish Family History. London: B. T. Batsford,
1986 and 1988, and Baltimore, Md., Genealogical Publishing Co., 1990. Pp. 178 and 219.

These two volumes fulfill a definite need for readable, moderately priced (each goes for $19.95) introductions to
their respective subjects. The thrust of these books is bibliographical (the author is an East Lothian librarian and
local historian), and each provides a valuable guide to published and unpublished sources.

Tobias Smollett, The Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom. Ed. with an Introduction and Notes by Paul-Gabriel
Boucé. London: Penguin Books, 1990. Pp. 511.

This handsome paperback edition provides the perfect complement to Jerry Beasley's superb scholarly edition
(reviewed in our last issue): the two effectively render all prior editions of Count Fathom obsolete. Besides the
concise Introduction and helpful but unobtrusive notes, the editor has added a biographical chronology and a fine
select bibliography. Highly recommended for classroom use.

Murray Pittock, “New Jacobite Songs of the Forty-Five,” Studies on Voltaire and the FEighteenth Century, 267 (1989):
1-75.

Here is a valuable study that stands midway between a long article and a short volume and takes full advantage
of SVEC’s commitment to separate publication of works of this intermediate length. Drawing upon a neglected
songbook in Aberdeen University Library, the author prints annotated editions of more than two dozen previously
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Toshihiro Tanaka, The Scottish Enlightenment and Economic Thought in the Making: Studies of Classical Political
Economy I (in Japanesc, with English summary). Tokyo: Nihon Keizai Hyoronsha, 1989. Pp. x + 285.

The language barrier will make this volume inaccessible to most Western readers, though the English abstracts
that are appended (pp. 277-81) will keep them abreast of the latest Japanese scholarship on Scottish political
economy. There are studies on Patrick Lindsay’s economic proposals of the 1730s; Hutcheson on property; Hume
on court vs. country; Sir James Steuart’s political economy (two essays, onc by Andrew Skinner in Japanesc
translation!); Adam Ferguson and the American Revolution; Smith and Millar on the development of civil society;
John Anderson’s Observations on National Industry (1777); and Dugald Stewart on justice and expediency. The
editor and most of the contributors arc members of ECSSS. [The essay on Ferguson, by Yasuo Amoh, has been
reprinted in English, along with the text of Ferguson’s previously unpublished “Memorial” on the Ammerican crisis,
in Kochi University Review of Social Science, no. 37 (1990): 55-87.]

Neil MacCormick and Zenon Bankowski, eds., Enlightenment, Rights and Revolution: Essays in Legal and Social
Philosophy. Aberdeen: Aberdeen University Press, 1989. Pp. xiv + 396.
Besides the work of the principal editor, Ncil MacCormick, ECSSS members have contributed to this

paperback volume two essays on important aspects of the Scottish Enlightenment: D. D. Raphael, “Enlightenment
and Revolution” and Knud Haakonssen, “Natural Jurisprudence in the Scottish Enlightenment.”

“Glasgow and the Enlightenment”
An ECSSS Conference at the University of Strathclyde
Glasgow, Scotland, 30 July - 4 August 1990

Morday 30 July
Teaching Arts and Law at Glasgow University: N. MacCormick (chair), C. Shepherd, C. L. Griswold, J. W. Cairns
Science, Medicine & Technology in Glasgow: R. Tessmann (chair), R. L. Emerson, D. J. Bryden, J.R.R. Christie
John Anderson and His Institution: Sir G. Hills (chair), P. B. Wood, J. M. Allan, S.G.E. Lythe
Stevenson Lecture in Citizenship (sponsored by Glasgow University):
1. S. Ross, “Adam Smith’s ‘Happiest’ Years as a Glasgow Professor”
Tuesday 31 July
The 1790 Edition of Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments: H. Mizuta (chair), A. 5. Skinner, D. D. Raphael, J. Dwyer
The Economy of Glasgow: J. Butt (chair), T. M. Devine, G. Jackson, R. H. Campbcll
Moral Philosophy and Polite Culture: M. Jack (chair), R. Fechner, K. Holcomb, M. Faure
Music in Enlightened Glasgow: D. Johnson (chair), A. M. Krauss, L. E. Brown, S. Frith
ECSSS Business Meeting
Forth and Clyde Canal Walk
Wednesday 1 August
Boswell in Glasgow and Ayrshire: 1. S. Lustig (chair), G. Turnbull, J. Strawhorn, K. Simpson

Ayrshire Outing: activities include Fenwick, an eighteenth-century village; Burns Cottage; Culzean Castle;
dinner at Burns Byre Restaurant; Boswell’s cstate at Auchinleck (fee: £25 or $40, inclusive)
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New ECSSS Members (May 1990)

We are happy to welcome the following 50 new members to ECSSS. Academic disciplines, institutional
affiliations, and fields of interest are noted when members have specified them.

Allan Beveridge, Fife Health Board: Boswell

Paul-Gabriel Boucé, Lit, Paris 111 Sorbonne Nouvelle: Smollett; history of medicine; sexual mentalities
Miles L. Bradbury, Hist, U. of Maryland

Anthony E. Brown, Lit, research consultant, Webster, N.C.: Boswell

D. J. Bryden, HS, Royal Museum of Scotland: history of science, technology & industry; social history
John Burnett, Royal Muscum of Scotland: natural philosophy & the book trade

John W. Cairns, Law, Edinburgh U.: legal education; legal profession

Giancarlo Carabelli, Phil, Milano (Ttaly): Hume

Pierre Carboni, Lit, Sorbonne Nouvelle (postgrad): belles lettres, especially Kames & Blair

Frank Cossa, AH, College of Charleston: painting & architecture

Chella Courington-Livingston, Lit, Huntingdon College: Boswell; Burns

Deidre Dawson, FR, Georgetown U.: Scottish relations with French thinkers

Robert I. Edgar, Hist, Chemeketa Community College: post-1782 development

Marco Geuna, Phil, Torino (Italy): political thought; Adam Ferguson; John Millar

Masahiro Hamashita, Phil, Kobe College (Japan): aesthetics

Gary Hatch, Lit, Arizona State U. (postgrad): Hugh Blair; rhetoric & pulpit oratory

Donna Heiland, Lit, Vassar College: Boswell

Brad Howard, Lit, U. of Delaware (postgrad): Smollett; historiography; Jacobite literature

Malcolm Jack, Lit, London U.: social & political theory

Fleda Brown Jackson, Lit, U. of Delaware

David Kirkham, Hist, U.S. Air Force Academy: SE & America, especially republican & constitutional thought
Michael Kugler, Hist, U. of Chicago (postgrad): Adam Ferguson; classicism; provincial identity

F. P. Lock, Lit, Queen’s U. (Canada): politics & ideas

Donald A. Low, Stirling U.: poems & songs of Burns; social history

S.G.E. Lythe, Hist, U. of Strathclyde (ret.): technical education

Kirsteen C. McCue, Lit, Oxford U. (postgrad): George Thomson (music publisher)

Dept of Speech Communication, U. of Maine: rhetoric; common sense philosophy

Linda Merians, Lit, LaSalle U.

Christopher W. Mitchell, Rel, St. Andrews U. (postgrad): religious thought; Jonathan Edwards & Scottish theology
Pierre Morére, Lit, Stendhal U. - Grenoble T11 (“Etudes Ecossaises”): history of ideas, esp. Beattie & Reid
National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh

National Museums of Scotland

Satoshi Niimura, Econ, Okayama U. (Japan): Hume; Smith

Roy Park, Lit, U. College - Oxford: SE

Dean Peterson, Econ, U. of Illinois (postgrad): Robert Wallace

Deborah Jackson Pflug, Lib, U. of California - Riverside (ESTC): history; Jacobite bibliography

Alan S. Riach, Lit, Waikato U. (New Zealand): lit of comfort & betrayal; Scottish lit & the Caribbean
Lisa Rasner, Hist, Stockton State College: history of medicine

Christine Shepherd, Hist, Open U.: university teaching

Graeme Slater, Lit, Oxford U.: historians; Hume

Ralph Stewart, Lit, Acadia U.: history & literature

Jolin Strawhorn, Hist, Mauchline: Ayrshire, including Boswell & Burns

Yoshiaki Sudo, Econ, Keio U. (Japan): Adam Smith & SE

Hideo Tanaka, Econ, Kyoto U. (Japan): political econowy

Rudi Thoemmes, Thoemmes Antiquarian Books, Bristol

Tatsuo Ito, Econ, Wako U. (Japan): the social system in the thought of Adam Smith

F. L. Van Holthoon, AS, Gromingen U.: Hume

Mary B. Verschuur, Hist, U. of Nebraska at Omaha

Molly Wertheimer, RH, Penn State U. - Hazleton: rhetoric; philosophy; George Campbell; ideas of comprehension
Anne Widnell, FR, Allegheny College

Abbreviations: AH - art history; AS - American Studies; Econ - economics; FR - French; HS - history of science/medicine/technology; Hist -
history; Lit - literature; Phil - philosophy; RH - thetoric; SE - Scottish Enlightenment
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Eighteenth-Century Scotland is published annually by the Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society (ECSSS) and
is sent to all ECSSS members each spring. Submissions of articles, announcements, and news items are welcome.
Address all correspondence to the editor: Richard B. Sher, Executive Secrctary - ECSSS, New Jersey Institute of
Technology, Room 504M, Newark, NJ 07102, USA.

ECSSS officers for 1988-90: President, Roger Emerson (history, U. of Western Ontario); Vice-President,
Jeffrey Smitten (literature, Texas Tech U.); Executive Secretary/Treasurer, Richard B. Sher (history, NJIT);
Members-at-Large: Robert Kent Donovan (history, Kansas State U.), Susan Purviance (philosophy, U. of Toledo).

ECSSS Board of Trustees: Roger Emerson, Jeffrey Smitten, Richard Sher, Andrew Noble (literature, U. of
Strathclyde), M. A, Stewart (philosophy, U. of Lancaster).

Special thanks to New Jersey Institute of Technology for providing desktop publishing facilities and to Kelly
Griffin for assistance with typing.

Tell a Friend - or a Library - about ECSSS

If you appreciate this newsletter, others may, too. Please tell a friend or your university library about us.
Increased membership will enable us to continue to provide members with excellent services at bargain rates. Qur
membership fees are payable in either U.S. dollars or pounds sterling:

Individuals: $10 or £6
Institutions: $20 or £12

Copies of issue 3, and photocopies of issues 1 and 2, are available for $5 or £3 each. Donations to our Scottish
studies publication prize fund (for the best publication in eighteenth-century Scottish studies) will also be gratefully
accepted.

Eighteenth-Century Scotland
Department of Humanities

New Jersey Institute of Technology
Newark, NJ 07102 USA




