


The membership also commended the out-going
president and vice-president, Roger Emerson and
Jeffrey Smitten, for their excellent service as officers
during the past two years.

1991 in Bristol

Al press time in May, excitement is mounting for the
Eighth International Congress on the Enlightenment,
which will be held this summer at the University of
Bristol in England. Since the congress occurs only once
every four years, it is always a major event. Under the
leadership of congress organizers H. T. Mason and
Adrienne Mason, this year’s conference promises to be
ong of the best ever.

The congress will take place during the week of
21-27 July, and ECSSS will be heavily involved in the
program. On the morning of Monday 22 July there will
be a seminar on James Boswell, Though not formally
sponsored by ECSSS, the Boswell seminar has been
organized by ECSSS member Greg Clingham and will
include papers by several members. At Greg's request,
ECSSS members voted at the Glasgow meeting to
sponsor publication of a volume of papers based on the
seminar proceedings, under the editorship of the semi-
nar commentator, Irma Lustig. Irma reports that the
essays and abstracts she has been receiving are “excit-
ing,” and we are looking forward both to a fine seminar
and a fine publication.

ECSSS’s big day at the congress will be Tuesday 23
July. The entire morning will be devoted to a seminar
on “Conflict and Opposition in the Scottish Enlighten-
ment.” The seminar will be divided into three separate
sessions, each’ with its own theme. First, John
Robertson will chair a session on “Conflict in Social
Thought,” featuring papers by Michel Faure on “The
Battle of the Scxes in John Millar’s Origin of the Distinc-
tion of Ranks” and Fania Oz-Salzberger on “The Rejec-
tion of Conflict: Adam Ferguson’s German Readers.”
Then Andrew Hook will chair a session on “Conflict in
Literature,” with papers by Moira Ferguson on “Janet
Little, the Scottish Milkmaid: An Oppositional Voice in
Poetry” and Fiona Stafford on “An Engagement of
Porcupines: Ossian and the Language of Eighteenth-
Century Literary Dispute.” Finally, Arthur Donovan will
chair a session on “Conflict in Science and Politics,”
including papers by J.R.R. Christic on “Debate or
Dialectic? Conflict in FEighteenth-Century Scottish
Science;” Charles W. J. Withers on “The Struggie for
Academic Patronage: The Edinburgh Chairs of Natural
History and Agriculture in the 1770s and 1780s;” and
Michael Fry on “Henry Dundas and the Resolution of
Conflict in the Political Process.” The entire seminar
will take place in Physics 3.21, from 930 AM to 12:30
PM.

After a well-deserved break, members are invited to
reconvene at 4:00 PM in the Victoria Rooms for an
afternoon program. Nicholas Phillipson of the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh will deliver a keynote address on the
topic “The Scottish Enlightenment: The State of the
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Art.” After the talk, ECSSS will sponsor a tea with
“dainty sandwiches” and cakes, followed by the society’s
annual business mceting from 5:30 to 6:30 or 7:00 PM (a
meeting of the Board of Trustees will have been held
earlier in the week). The afternoon reception will be
free to all ECSSS members; non-members may attend at
no charge beyond the cost of membership. Our thanks
to Charles Withers for help with arrangements at the
Victoria Rooms.

Of course, several other ECSSS members will also
be presenting papers throughout the week during the
regular congress program, including Howard Weinbrot,
who will be delivering one of the congress’s four plenary
session addresses on the topic of “Enlightenment Canon
Wars: Anglo-French Views of Literary Greatness,” All
in all, this promises to be a spectacular week of Enligh-
tenment studics. Hope to see you there!

1992 in Seattle: Call for Papers

At the ASECS meeting in Seattle in spring 1992,
Jeffrey Smitten will chair an ECSSS seminar on “Litera-
turec and Social Practice in Eighteenth-Century Scot-
land.” The purpose of the session is to examine any
aspect of the sociology of literature in eighteenth-
century Scotland, including such topics as the distribu-
tion and reception of literature, the role of authorship,
the problem of language, the social history of ideas, and
the relationship of literature and politics. Three or four
papers will be presented. Please send inquiries,
abstracts, or papers by 1 September 1991 to Jeffrey
Smitten, Dept of English, Utah State University, Logan
UT 84322, Tel: (801) 750-2733.

1992 in Philly: Call for Papers

Anticipation is building for ECSSS’s joint conference
with the East Central branch of the American Society
for Eighteenth-Century Studies. The dates and venue of
the conference have now been fixed: it will all happen
29-31 October at the Holiday Inn - Independence Mall,
at Fourth and Arch Streets in downtown Philadelphia
(just a short distance from the site of the old Second
Presbyterian Church that the Scottish-American
architect-builder Robert Smith built with Gunning
Bedford for Gilbert Tennent’s group of New Side
Presbyterians around 1750).

The theme of the conference is “Centers and
Peripheries of Enlightenment.” This theme provides a
suitable umbrella for dealing with Scotland and colonial
America (and particularly its capital city, Philadelphia),
while also allowing for a host of other topics (e.g., in-
stitutions in London, Paris, Edinburgh, and other met-
ropolitan centers in relation to those in provincial towns;
the relationship of central themes and characters to
peripheral ones in literary works; the diffusion of enligh-
tened values). Twelve to fourteen sessions will be held,
with three papers at each session.







almost twice the size of the second edition, which will be
completely superseded.

The fifth volume is Andrew Hook, ed., Glasgow and
the Enlightenment, which has been conditionally ac-
cepted for publication by Edinburgh University Press;
the sixth is a collection of Boswell essays that Irma
Lustig is editing.

Further information about this series will be made
available to our members as the individual volumes
appear. We hope that members will take advantage of
the special discount prices offered for these books, as
well as arrange for their university libraries to purchase
copies at the list price. Members are encouraged to
submit proposals for future volumes to the executive
secretary; all proposals will be brought before the next
meeting of the Board, and if successful there, will be
presented to the general membership of the society at
the next business meeting. Proposals for volumes in
arcas other than the history of ideas are particularly
encouraged at this time.

Conferences

ASECS in Cincinnati. At the ASECS meeting in
April ECSSS ran a successful seminar on “Exploration
and Exploitation in Early 18th-Century Scotland.”
Chaired by Roger Fechner (Adrian College), it con-
sisted of papers by an all-British panel: David Armitage
(Emmanuel College, Cambridge), “The Darien Venture
and the Structure of Political Argument;” Bruce
Lenman (St Andrews U.), “The Early Scottish Enligh-
tenment and the Development of the American South;”
and AJ.G. Cummings (Strathclyde U.), “Industry and
Investment in the Highlands: The York Buildings Com-
pany of London.” Vice-president Leslie Ellen Brown
represented ECSSS at the meeting of ASECS affiliates.

Scottish Studies at Grenoble. An International
Congress in Scottish Studies met at the Université
Stendhal - Grenoble III in France, 15-17 March 1991.
Two programs on the theme of “Historicity” were held
simultaneously, one dealing with “Modern Scotland”
and the other with “Scotland from the Renaissance to
the Nineteenth Century.” Among the speakers were
ECSSS members Ross Roy, David Stevenson, Marie-
Cécile Révauger, Horst Drescher, and the director of
the early modern program and of the “Etudes Ecos-
saises” group at Grenoble, Pierre Morére. Richard
Sher was also on the program, but an emergency landing
forced down his airplane and caused him to miss the
conference (thanks to David Stevenson for reading his
paper, which was sent to Grenoble by fax).

Hume Society Active. The Hume Society’s 1990
conference was held at the Australian National Univer-
sity in Canberra, Australia, 27 June - 1 July. Organized
by ECSSS members Knud Haakonssen and David Fate
Norton, the conference included talks by John Wright,
David Raynor, Stanley Tweyman, and M, A, Stewart.
The 1991 conference will occur 12-15 August at the
University of Oregon. The 1992 conference will be in
Nantes, France, 29 June - 3 July. Proposed papers and
abstracts should be submitted by 1 October 1991 to
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Dorothy Coleman, Dept of Philosophy, College of
William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA 23185,

Folger Seminars on Anglo-Scottish Unions, In
autumn ECSSS member Roger Mason directed a semi-
nar at the Folger Institute on “Scots and Britons: Scot-
tish Political Thought and the Union of 1603.” Another
member of the society, Arthur Williamson was among
the speakers.

A second Folger seminar led by an ECSSS member
is now in progress. Under the dircction of John
Robertson, this seminar is titled “Union, State and
Empire: The Political Identities of Britain, 1688-1750”
and includes among its speakers J.G.A. Pocock, Istvan
Hont, Knud Haakonssen, Jim Moore, Clare O'Halloran,
John Cairns, David Armitage, Roger Emerson, and Ned
Landsman. The seminar meets at 1 PM on Mondays,
Tuesday, and Thursdays from 20 May through 27 June.
Those interested in attending any of the remaining
meetings should contact Dr Lena Cowen Orlin at the
Folger Institute, Folger Shakespcarc  Library,
Washington, D.C. 20003.

Early in 1992 J.G.A. Pocock will direct the third
Folger seminar in this series, “Empire, Confederation,
and Republic: From Atlantic Dominion to American
Union.” For more information, contact Lena Orlin.

EC/ASECS at Carlisle. At the October 1990 meet-
ing of the East Central branch of ASECS at Dickinson
College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Henry Fulton chaired
a session on “The Scots Influence on Higher Education
in America.” The speakers were Nina Reid on Benjamin
Rush’s Scottish medical training; George Allan on
Dickinson College’s Scottish origins; and Robert Kent
Donovan on the college’s first president, the Scottish
minister Charles Nisbet. At the same conference, [rma
Lustig led a seminar commemorating the 250th an-
niversary of James Boswell’s birth.

ESHSS at Aberdeen and Glasgow. At the meeting
of the Economic & Social History Society of Scotland
held at the Umversity of Aberdeen in December 1990,
Stana Nenadic spoke on “Material Consumption and
18th-Century Urban Provincial Culture: Edinburgh and
Glasgow Compared.” The society’s spring conference
was held at the University of Glasgow in April 1991.

CSECS and CASS at Kingston. The annual meet-
ing of the Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies, held in October 1990 at Queen's University in
Kingston, Ontario, was crawling with ECSSS members.
A seminar on medicine in the Scottish Enlightenmnent
was chaired by John Wright and included papers by
Roger Emerson on the origins of the Edinburgh Univer-
sity Medical School, Nina Reid on connections between
Scottish chemistry and the “Theistic Enlightenment” in
Philadelphia, and Anita Guerrini on George Cheyne. A
more general seminar on the Scottish Enlightenment,
chaired by Roger Emerson, featured papers by M. A,
Stewart on the Irish origins of the Scottish Enlighten-
ment and by Lewis Ulman on Thomas Gordon’s con-
tributions to the Aberdeen Philosophical Society. Mark
Madoff was also on the program for this seminar, which
occurred just weeks after his untimely death. Other
papers were presented at the conference by John Wright







lisher (with its British affiliate Heinemann, Ltd) of the
Yale Editions of the Private Papers of James Boswell,
revealed it was no longer interested in continuing with
that enterprise. Did I happen to know of another press
that might be interested in taking it on, asked the editor
of the Boswell Papers, Marshall Waingrow? In no time
I was on the phone with Martin, who reacted with en-
thusiasm and determination. Another year of legal
wrangling ensued, but recently Edinburgh University
Press assumed cxclusive publication rights to the
Boswell Papers at Yale. How unfortunate that Martin
did not live to savor that triumph. As Edinburgh Un-
iversity Press produces the remaining volumes of the
Boswell Papers through the end of this century and the
opening decades of the next, I hope it will be remem-
bered that Martin Spencer was the person chiefly re-
sponsible for Boswell’s return to Edinburgh after an
absence of some two hundred years.

Members on the Move

James Basker is now a tenured associate professor

of English at Barnard College, Columbia University . . .
Hume’s Essays are now available in HUMETEXT 1.0,
contact Tom Beauchamp, Philosophy, Georgetown
University . . . congratulations to Barbara Benedict on
carning tenure at Trinity College, Connecticut . . . and to
Deborah Brunton on the completion of her Ph.D. at the
University of Pennsylvania . . . Anand Chitnis has been
appointed principal of La Sainte Union College of
Higher Education in Southampton . . . Greg Clingham,
English, Fordham University, welcomes submissions to
Translation and Literature, a new journal that he co-edits
Deidre Dawson is once again directing the
Georgetown-in-Tours summer program in France . . .
Robert Kent Donovan has received a Mellon Founda-
tion research fellowship for summer study at the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society . . . economic historian
Alastair Durie has moved to Glasgow University . . .
Bob Edgar will again be leading tours to Scotland this
summer, departing from Portland, Oregon . . . LaVonne
Faruki has joined the English faculty at Purdue Univer-
sity . . . Anita Guerrini received a Bernadotte Schmitt
grant from the American Historical Association to help
complete a book on the Scottish physician George
Cheyne . . . Knud Haakonssen spent part of 1990 as a
fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington,
D.C. . . . Gary Hatch was awarded a research grant by
Arizona State University to study Hugh Blair’s contribu-
tions to sermon writing . . . Henry Fulton continues to
run Central Michigan University’s international pro-
grams 1n Vienna and Japan as a “faculty consultant” . ..
Masahiro Hamashita would appreciate advice on pre-
paring a bibliography of eighteenth-century Scottish
aesthetics . . . Alice Jacoby now has a permanent posi-
tion at Andrew College in Cuthbert, Georgia . . . former
member Eleanor Kingsbury is now director of the Ohio
Humanities Council . . . Deborah Leslie {formerly
Pflug), is now assistant professor of bibliography at the
University of Oklahoma . . . Irma Lustig hiked for two
weeks in the Inner and Outer Hebrides last summer,
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putting her more in awe than ever at Johnson and
Boswell’s intrepidity . . . Roger Mason of St Andrews
University and former member Ellen Collingsworth
(Haydar) of Friends Select School in Philadelphia have
tied the knot in the first-ever ECSSS marriage (they met
in Princeton in 1987 at an NEH institute on Scotland
and America) . . . Kenneth MacKinnon has moved to
the University of Waikato, New Zealand . . . Chris-
topher MacLachlan has switched from secretary to
general editor of the Association for Scottish Literary
Studies; he reports that ASLS is preparing to publish
Tom Crawford’s anthology Boswell and Scotland . . . Dr
Malcolm Macpherson-Smith is currently a fellow in the
medical humanitics department, Loyola University,
Chicago . . . Christopher Mitchell is serving as a pastor
at Bethany Chapel in Wheaton, Illinois, while writing his
Ph.D. thesis on “The Influence of Jonathan Edwards on
Eighteenth-Century Scottish Religious Thought” . . . in
January Donald Nichol spoke on the book trade at the
annual confercnce of the British Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies in London . . . Fania Qz-Salzberger has
been named Hornick junior research fellow at Wolfson
College, Oxford . . . Carolyn Peters has carned a Ph.D.
in Scottish history from Glasgow University with a thesis
on Glasgow’s tobacco lords; she is now employed by the
Biographical Dictionary of Early Pennsylvania Legisiators
at Temple University in Philadelphia . . . David Raynor
divided the 1990-91 year between Oxford and University
College, Galway, Ircland, where he was a visiting fellow
in the humanities . . . Wade Robison is visiting professor
in the humanities at Rochester Institute of Technology .
.. Lisa Rosner, on leave this spring in Oregon, warns us
to expect her forthcoming book from Edinburgh Univer-
sity Press this year: Students and Apprentices at Edin-
burgh University: Medical Education in the Age of Impro-
vement, 1760-1826 . . . George Shepperson will be
honored with a doctorate honoris causa at the July
graduation ceremonies of Edinburgh University . . .
Richard Sher has been elected a fellow of the Royal
Historical Society . . . Andrew Skinner has been named
a vice-principal at Glasgow University . . . Jeffrey Smit-
ten is now chair of English at Utah State University . . .
David R. Smith of Dalkeith was the guest of honor at
this year’s birthday party for the Scottish-American
architect Robert Smith, hosted as always by Charles
Peterson . . . Fiona Stafford has joined the faculty at
Nene College in Northampton . . . M. A. Stewart is now
visiting research fellow at the Australian National
University in Canberra . . . Gerald Sullivan has com-
pleted law school and joined a Philadelphia firm as an
attorney . . . Nick Whistler is now in the English depart-
ment at University of Waterloo, Ontario . . . Eric Wehrli
has become head of the social studies department at the
Canterbury School in Fort Wayne, Indiana . . . Paul
Waood is joining the history department at University of
Victoria, B.C., where he and David Wootton hope to
sponsor a March 1993 conference on cross-cultural
aspects of the Enlightenment . . . John Wright spent the
winter as a Rockefeller fellow at the Institute for the
Medical Humanities, University of Texas Medical
Branch at Galveston.







C18-L@PSUVM. An interdisciplinary eighteenth-century list, but dominated a bit by English literature folks.
Moderately active, it presently functions mainly as a bulletin board.

HUMANIST@UTORONTO. HUMANIST is oriented toward the use of computing in the humanities, but
sometimes general humanistic issues are enlertained, Users are asked to submit a brief biography in order to join.*

HISTORY@FINHUTC. A general list which brings together both specialists and amateurs, HISTORY
provides a forum for issues of past and present concern, although military and post-WWII historians have been at
the fore since the Persian Gulf War. 1t is an active list: 15 to 20 messages a day is common.

NSP-L@RPIECS. Noble Savage Philosophers is a general philosophical discussion. It has been rather inactive,
but seems to be picking up of late.

EXLIBRIS@ZODIACRUTGERS.EDU. This Internet list is devoted to rare book and manuscript
librarianship, which may be of interest to non-librarian scholars who work with rare materials, or who work in rare
book collections. 1t is a low-activity list, with an average of three or four messages a week. Note: subscription is
NOT handled through a listserv. To subscribe, send a message to exlibrisrequest@zodiac.rutgers.edu, indicating
such. It may take several days to get on.

If the prospect of list participation is too daunting or unappealing, at least get an e-mail account. Once you are
in the habit of communicating this way, other methods generally seem inconvenient. Anyone who wishes to try out
their new account may do so by sending me a message at my account: gb9305@uokmvsa.

Material for this article was taken from BITNET documentation and from Don Mabry's article, “Electronic
Mail and Historians,” which appeared in AHA Perspectives.

Editor's Note: Thanks to Deborah Leslie’s guidance, the editor of this newsletter is now reachable at the [ollowing BITNET address:
Sher P@adminl. Members are encouraged to correspond over BITNET whenever possible, particularly from overseas.

Allan Ramsay’s Early Critics
by A.M. Kinghorn

Pope and Philip had composed pastorals which showed ignorance of country folk and country ways, substituting
a conventional vocabulary for their lack of personal knowledge. The pastoral became a vehicle for the critical
judgments of the Edinburgh literati and drew out many of their prejudices. They did not have to look southwards
for examples, since a home-grown one came readily to hand. Ramsay’s The Gentle Shepherd (1725) had made a
selective use of the common Scots vernacular, was written in pastoral-dramatic form, and demanded critical
attention.

Praise for the poetry of Barbour, Douglas, Lyndsay, and especially Dunbar was rooted in patriotic sentiments
and extolled the “genius” of the old makars, whose language proved that contemporary spoken Scots had ancient
roots. Between them and the literati lay a great gulf, since the latter, schooled according (o neoclassical standards,
found it hard to take seriously Ramsay’s attempt to convert the pastoral into Scots.

Hugh Blair, James Beattie, and Henry Mackenzie each dealt at some length with the pastoral. In his Lectures
on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres (1783) Blair showed that he held no high opinion of Pope and Philip, whom he
considered uninspired imitators of Virgil, barren of natural emotion. His criteria were sentimental. “In every rank
of life,” he states in lecture XLVI, “the relations of Father, Husband, Son, Brother, Lover, or Friend, lay the
foundation of those affecting situations, which make man’s heart feel for Man.” Blair, a middle-of-the-road critic,
found that Ramsay’s pastoral pleased hiin, containing as it did the realism and all the familial affections which his
aesthetic sense required and which he had found in the Swiss Salomon Gessner’s New Idylles, read in a 1776
English translation. Ramsay’s rustic language, however, was “a great disadvantage to this beautiful poem,” making
it unintelligible to all but native Scots. In other words, Ramsay ought to have written The Gentle Shepherd in
English!

Speaking from Aberdeen, and disliking “the vulgar broad Scotch,” Beattie, in his “Essay on Laughter and
Ludicrous Composition,” was cruder. Considered from an Englishman’s viewpoint, “the language would appear
only antiquated, obscure or unintelligible, but to a Scotsman who thoroughly understands it, and is aware of its
vulgarity, it appears ludicrous.” But even Beattie admitted that the pastoral had much merit and praised its
verisimilitude, a feature much esteemed by the literati. More exireme was the antiquary Yohn Pinkerton, who had
nothing good to say about the use of Scols in modern poetry and was known for his abusive condemnation of
Ramsay, whom he considered “entirely ignorant of the Scottish tongue, save that spoken by the mob around him.”

Henry Mackenzie struck a different note. His letters to Elizabeth Rose show a warmth to Scots that is absent
from Blair and Beattie. In one of the letters (17 Aug. 1775) he repeats Blair's doubt that the language may soon
become obsolete, dependent on a glossary and a barrier to understanding, but he is enthusiastic about the worth of
The Gentle Shepherd, “a chef d’oeuvre in its way” with the language “to us at present one of its beauties.”
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ADAM FERGUSON’S RULES OF WAR

Edited by
Jane Bush Fagg and Yasuo Amoh

Intreduction

In the House of Commons in February 1779, General Sir William Howe, former commander of the British
forces in America, and his brother, Admiral Lord Richard Howe, obtained a committee of the whole house to
investigate the conduct of the war in America. The Howes believed that their characters had been “unfairly
impugned” by Lord North’s ministry, and that, in fact, the ministry had failed to provide adequate support for the
prosecution of the war.

The hearings were held in May, and on the fifth Lord Cornwallis, back from America on leave, was compelled
to testify as a material witness. Cornwallis was willing to testify on matters of fact but refused to give his opinions
on the conduct of Sir William relative to troop movements. The ministry called several wimnesses who testified
mainly about the strength of the opposing armies. “After much time was consumed, it was evident that the
proceedings would answer the purpose of neither party; for while Sir William Howe fai{cd to show he had not been
duly supported by Ministers, they could substantiate no serious charge against him.”” The committee adjourned
sine die on 29 June.

Early in May, William Eden - M.P,, one of the lords of trade and a member of the Carlisle Commission for
conciliation with the American Colonies - asked Adam Ferguson, the commission secretary, to provide him with
some notes for the Howe inquiry. Eden no doubt knew that Ferguson had been critical of the Howe brothers for
some time. In December 1777 Ferguson had written to Sir John Macpherson: “O thou General Howe, who will put
us again_in the Pasture which we had at the beginning of last Campaign & which you gave up. You Blockhead or
Worse.”" Eden also asked Ferguson to include some comments on the rules of war. On 10 May Ferguson sent
Eden the letter transcribed below (I), supporting the ministry’s position that the inquiry was “idle” and that the
question of whether “Sir W™ Howe is a man of capacity & has ably conducted the American War” was of little
public interest and was really a matter of party politics.

More interesting to students of eighteenth-century Scotland are the enclosed papers, which are also transcribed
below (II). These papers are Ferguson's comments on the rules of war, which he hinted to Eden might be suitable
for publication. Ferguson stressed the concepts of proportionality and reasonable chance of success, and he
followed the traditional, “hard-line” approach on the treatment of those in rebellion. Since Howe had a more
conciliatory attitude toward the Americans, Ferguson criticized the “maxims of lenity or rather timidity” that he
believed Howe had employed.” Finally Ferguson thought that it was still possible to win back the rebellious colonies
by continuing the war and using “the force of wisdom & of justice.”

We use as our text B. F. Stevens, ed., Facsimiles of Manuscripts in European Archives relating to America
1773-1753 (London, 1891), vol. 10, no. 994, “Dr Adam Ferguson to William Eden, 10 May 1779 . . . Enclosing Dr
Adam Ferguson, Notes on the Enquiry into General Sir Wm. Howe’s Conduct in the American War [10 May
1779],” and no. 995, “Dr Adam Ferguson, Notes on Enquiry into General Sir William Howe’s Conduct in the
American War . . . Enclosed by Dr Adam Ferguson to William Eden 10 May 1779.” Stevens wrote that the original
manuscripts were among the Auckland Manuscripts at King's College, Cambridge, but they are now at the British
Library, Add MS 34,416, fols. 346, 347.

In this transcription, the original spelling and grammatical errors have been retained, but the capitalization and
punctuation have been modified for readability. The text has not been numbered. The following symbols are used:
[. . .] denotes textual material deleted by the original author; {. . .} denotes textual material which the present
editors consider superfluous or unnecessary; <...> denotes textual material which the present editors have added
to restore or complete the author’s intended sense.

Notes to the Introduction

! Charles Ross, ed., Correspondence of Charles, First Marquis Comwallis (London, 1859), 1:39, See also Scots
Magazine 41 (Oct. 1779): 541.

* Adam Ferguson to Sir John Macpherson, 23 Dec. 1777, Edinburgh University Library, Dc. 1.77, no. 8.
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The first & most ordinary species of hostilitys, in case an ennemy persists in the wrong, are seizing his person &
effects or his territory &, in case of resistance, military execution & slaughter. 1

1" A party aggrieved has a right to make war at the expence of his ennemy, and therefore has a right that is
never contested, (o raise contributions, to exact supplys of every sort, as far as they are necessary to support the war
or as far as they tend by disstressing the ennemy to compell the ennemy to justice.

Armys on the territory of an ennemy sometimes spare the countrey from a consideration of safety & expedience
to themselves.

It is expedient to protect a countrey [in] which [an armyz] is the seat of war, in order to enjoy its resources
which might be exhausted at once if the countrey were laid waste or exposed to rapin.

An army endeavours to avail itself of the resources of an ennemys countrey either by exacting regular &
measured contributions under a perfect security to the persons & remaining property of those who pay those
contributions, or by means still more mild by requiring the ordinary supply of the camp at a marketable &
reasonable price.

If the reasonable demand whether of a free contribution or marketable supply are refused, it is undoubtedly
lawfull to exact complyance under pain of military execution. And countreys in the power of an ennemy for the
most part are so well apprised of what they have to expect that they never refuse such contributions or supplys.

2 Every person that 1s found in arms is supposed to resist & may be proceeded against accordingly. And every
house from which hostilitys are committed may be destroyed & is accordingly destroyed to deterr the peasant from
practices that approach to assassination & hurt particular persons without affecting the general cause.

3 An army being to withdraw from a countrey or being to leave it to be occupied by an ennemy may if
expedient” break up high ways, demolish bridges, fell timber, destroy forrage provisions, & every species of
accommodation that would facilitate the operations of an cnnemy.

This is practiced by armys on the [on a] territory of a friend & the right was never questioned on that of an
ennemy.

When a party at war is to abandon a possession that may be instantly turned against him by an ennemy, it is
undoubtedly lawfull to consult his own safety by destroying such possession,

Thus not only arsenals & magazines with their contents of arms, amunition, stores and provisions, not only
fortresses, docks & harbours but sea ports of any description, towns & villages are destroyed when they are likely to
become a dangerous accession of force to an ennemy.

And the party who persists in the wrong so long as to render these or other acts of hostility necessary against
him has no one to blame but himself.

If the party whose right is withheld from him, abstain, upon considerations of humanity or prudence, from such
severitys; this conduct depends upon his own choice & cannot be exacted from him by any strict rule of justice. On
the contrary justice to the cause in which he is engaged may frequently make it necessary for him to proceed so far.

These maxims of war have not been practiced, much less abused in the general conduct of the American War.

Accidental outrages take place without making any part in the plan or system of hostilitys.

The plan of the war seems to have been formed upon an idea that we were engaged in a contest with our
Brethren to be reclaimed by the mildest possible methods, that their armys were to be defeated but their persons
and propertys spared. No contributions were exacted, no markets were forced, the peasant lived undisturbed within
reach of our cannon” & denyed us that relief & those supplys which a single discharge could have forced, or amply
punished him for refusing.

Must Great Britain forego every right that is not to be recovered upon such maxims of lenity or rather timidity
as these? - If so, every obstinate ennemy or rebel may forever withhold her rights.

But the American rebels must not be flattered. Every species of war that is lawfull against an ordinary ennemy
is lawfull against them,

And as the passions of men are more violent in civil and domestic than in forreign wars, the obstinate American
rebel who professes to throw himself into the scale of France against his own countrey, has more severitys to dread
from his injured countrey than any forreign ennemy would have 1o dread in the result of an ordinary war,

The Congress now usurping the government in America & violently restraining the people from returning to
their allegiance & duty, intend the deepest wound that ever was aimed at Great Britain, and appear to be animated
with peculiar sentiments of animosity & rancour.

The consequences of their pretensions to independence are the dissmemberment of the British Empire by a
separation of the whole continent of North America from the Crown of Great Britain: The consequent exclusion of
Great Britain from the naval resources which she had with so much care studyed to acquire [with so much care] on
tl}g other side of the étiantic, her exclusion in time of war [time] at least from the ports of the Atlantic: The decline
of” her navigation on” the Atlantic become precarious & insecurg, & consequently the danger of her possession in
the West & East Indies become equally precarious, insecure or' a ready prey to her ennemys: and last of all the
eventual transferance of all the maritime advantages now enjoyed by Great Britain to her ennemys.
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Special Offer f[rom Aberdeen University Press

Aberdeen University Press is offering ECSSS members a general reduction of 20 percent on the retail price of
the books listed below. Payment may be by check or major credit card, in either U.S, dollars or pounds sterling,
For credit card payments, include type of card being used (Visa, Access, Mastercard, or Amex), card number, bank,
cxpiration date, and the purchaser’s account name and address as well as delivery name and address (if different).
There is an additional postage and handling charge of $5 (£2.50) for the first book ordered and $2 (£1) for each
additional book. All books will be sent direct from Aberdeen by surface mail; please allow 28 days for delivery.

Kenneth Simpson, The Protean Scot: The Crisis of Identity in Eighteenth-Century Scottish Literature (hb)
List: $34/£16.90 SPECIAL OFFER: $27.90/£13.50

A meticulous study of the problem of the divided self in the works of Tobias Smollett, James Macpherson, John
Home, James Boswell, Henry Mackenzie, Robert Burns, and others.

(Reviewed in ECS, no. 4)

lain Gordon Brown, ed., Scott’s Interleaved Waverley Novels: An Introduction & Commentary (hb)
List: $39/£19.50 SPECIAL OFFER: $31.95/£15.50

Scveral scholarly contributions on Sir Walter Scott’s magnum opus, including related material held in American
collcctions. Fully illustrated with over 100 plates.

lain Gordon Brown, Building for Books: The Architectural Evolution of the Advocates’ Library, 1689-1925 (hb)
List: $59/£29.50 SPECIAL OFFER: $47/£23.50

“told in delightful style . . . we learn a great deal about other things en route” - Rare Books Newsletter

“Well printed, bound and illustrated . . . a fitting tribute to its subject’”” - Library Association Record

{Reviewed in ECS, no. 4)

Andrew Hook, ed., History of Scottish Literature: Volume 2 (1660-1800) (hb and pb)
List (hb): $39.95/£19.90 SPECIAL OFFER: $31.95/£15.75; List (pb): $25/£12.50 SPECIAL OFFER: $20/£10
Over cighteen contributions from scholars of eighteenth-century literature cover a wide range of topics - from
the church and literature, through Gaelic poetry and traditional song, (o the theatre and James Boswell,
(Reviewed in ECS, no. 2)

H. Lewis Ulman, ed., The Minutes of the Aberdeen Philosophical Society, 1758-1773 (pb)
List: $26/£12.95 SPECIAL OFFER: $20.95/£10.35
The Aberdeen Philosophical Society fostered some of the most significant works of the Scottish Enlightenment,
and its minutes reveal the broad intellectual interests of its members and of the Scottish Enlightenment in general.
{Reviewed in this issue)

Reprinting the Scottish Enlightenment II1; Thoemmes 1990
I

The latest batch of reprints from Thoemmes Press (formerly Thoemmes Antiquarian Books Ltd.) includes a
variety of 1990 titles in their valuable series of “Books Relating to the Scottish Enlightenment” and in their curious
collection of “Modern Monographs Relating to David Hume.”

Two classic texts make a welcome appearance in the former scries: John Hill Burton’s edition of Alexander
Carlyle’s Autobiography (1910; 650 pp.; £52), and James McCosh’s still unsurpassed The Scottish Philosophy,
Biographical, Expository, Critical, from Hutcheson (o Hamilton (1875; 494 pp.; £36). In their day both Burton and
McCosh acted as self-appointed guardians of Scottish culture, and through their writings they sought to keep alive
the memory of the Scottish literati of the eighteenth century. When working on Hume, Burton had to exercise
great personal and editorial tact, and his considerable gifts as an editor were again turned to good account when he
saw the manuscript of Carlyle’s memoirs through the press in 1860. Richard B. Sher has contributed a highly
informative introduction to this reprint, in which he details the reasons for the considerable delay in the publication
of Carlyle’s manuscript, and reviews the merits of the various editions of the autobiography which have appeared.
Sher strikes me as being a little hard on James Kinsley, who re-edited Carlyle’s memoirs under the title Anecdotes
and Characters of the Times (Oxford University Press, 1973), and I remain unconvinced about the supposed
advantages of the 1910 edition which Sher has chosen to reproduce. But such guibbles aside, Carlyle is a good read
and no one can afford to ignore his lively record of the world of the Edinburgh Moderates.

Unfortunately, Thoemmes have issued McCosh’s The Scottish Philosophy without an introduction. Given the
historiographical complexity of this work, a prefatory essay dealing with McCosh’s conceptualization of the
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wilh one particular man of letters. With the exception of Rousseau and Johnson, all of the latter are Scots (Thomas
Blacklock, William Wilkie, John Home, James Macpherson, and Robert Wallace), reminding us thai thc kietnrical
importance of the book derives from its being one of the earliest serious attempts to understand Hume within the
context of Scottish Enlightenment. One may argue that Mossner has overstated the thesis contained in the
parenthetical subtitle, and one may point out many minor errors of fact and transcription (an Edinburgh University
thesis by Norah Smith devotes an entire appendix to Mossner’s errors regarding Robert Wallace alone), but The
Forgotien Hume is still a volume that most students of the Scottish Enlightenment will want to have on their shelves.

A reprint of Mossner’s Bishop Butler and the Age of Reason (1936) has also just been issued by Thoemmes,
though not in either of the series now under review. A related volume in the “Modern Monographs Relating to
David Hume” series is the Festschrift that Mossner’s students and friends published in his honor under the title
Hume and the Enlightenment, edited by William B. Todd (1974; 215 pp.; £25). The book’s fifteen chapters include
bibliographies of Mossner’s publications and those of his “hero” David Hume. As in most Festschrifs, the quality
of the essays is uneven, but there are enough good things here to merit purchase by every decent research library
and by many Hume scholars. Among ECSSS members represented are D. D. Raphael on “Hume’s Critique of
Ethical Rationalism,” Stanley Tweyman on “Hume on Separating the Inseparable,” Ian Ross on “Philosophy and
Fiction: The Challenge of David Hume,” John V, Price on “Hume and Nancy Orde: Three New Letters,” and
Andrew S. Skinner on “Adam Smith, Science and the Role of the Imagination.”

As Paul Wood noted above, the selection of titles in the “Modern Monographs Relating to David Hume” series
is curious. Besides the titles mentioned above, the series includes four books that may be of interest to the Hume
specialist but can only be listed here: Vinding Kruse, Hume’s Philosophy in His Principal Work ‘A Treatise of
Human Nature’ and in His Essays (1939; 80 pp.; £22); Rachacl M. Kydd, Reason and Conduct in Hume’s Treatise
(1946; 212 pp.; £28); Bertram M. Laing, Hume (1932; 290 pp.; £24); and James Orr, David Hume and His Influence
on Philosophy and Theology (1903; 260 pp.; £28). None of the reprints in this series has a new introduction.

Hume is also a central figure in the new “Books Relating to the Scottish Enlightenment” series. Thomas
Edward Ritchie, An Account of the Life and Writings of David Hume, Esq. (1807; 528 pp.; £48), was one of the first
biographics to make extensive use of Hume’s correspondence. Less obviously, a work by the Irishman Philip
Skelton, Ophiomaches: or Deisin Revealed (1749; 2 vols. totalling 852 pp.; £94), has been included in this series
because, according to the introduction by David Berman, it had interesting Humean connections. One of the more
valuable reprints relating to Hume is Daniel MacQueen, Letiers on Hume's History of Great Britain (1756; 344 pp.;
£46). MacQueen was a Scottish Presbyterian minister affiliated with the Popular or Orthodox party and, not
surprisingly, his book focuses critically on the issue of the History’s treatment of religion. The value of this
publication is enhanced by its previous inaccessibility and by the addition of a new introduction by John Valdimir
Price, who discusses carly reviews of MacQueen’s book in the London periodical press.

Aberdonian opponents of Hume are aiso well represented in this series. Margaret Forbes, Beattie and His
Friends (1904; 332 pp.; £28) remains a useful biography of that strange and interesting champion of “truth.” Its
value lies less in analysis and insight than in the contextual presentation of correspondence; for example, the
chapter on the making of Beattie’s famous attack on Hume of 1770, the Essay on Truth, demonstrates by means of
a generous selection of letters just how the author’s self-righteous indignation against Humean skepticism was
nurtured and reinforced by friends such as John Gregory and Sir William Forbes. A more polite and perceptive
critique of Hume’s philosophy by an Aberdonian philosopher of common sense is included in this series: Thomas
Reid, An Inquiry into the Human Mind, On the Principles of Common Sense (orig. 1764; 510 pp.; £48). Paul P.
Wood’s new introduction to this reprint is the best brief account of the making of the Inquiry and its initial,
“decidedly mixed” reception by the reviewers. My only quibble is that Wood does not explain why he has chosen to
reproduce the fourth edition of 1785, or how that “corrected” edition compares with earlier ones.

Whereas Reid’s Inquiry marked the beginning of his career as a major philosophical author at the advaneed age
of fifty-four, the career of his near contemporary David Fordyce (born in 1711, the same year as Hume and one
year after Reid) followed an almost opposite path. Fordyce became a professor of philosophy at Marischal College,
Aberdeen, at thirty-one, published the Dialogues conceming Education at thirty-four, and was dead and buried at
forty, after his ship was lost at sca returning from the Continent. Along the way he published what must have becn
among the most widely read works of moral philosophy of the entire eighteenth century, Elements of Moral
Philosophy (1754; 324 pp.; £46), which first appeared in Dodsley's The Preceptor in 1748 and was posthumously
published both as a separate volume and as the article “Moral Philosophy” in the early editions of the Encyclopedia
Britannica. It is a work of popular moralizing that deserves more attention than it has yet reccived from
Enlightenment scholars (if not necessarily from philosophers), and this reprint edition, which includes a brief
introduction by J. V. Price, may help to make that possible.

Finally, the Thoemmes reprints under review include two works by Scottish thinkers who distinguished
themselves, like the elder Reid, at Glasgow University. John Millar, Origin of the Distinction of Ranks (orig. 1771;
450 pp.; £48) is one of the most interesting works of the so-called Scottish Historical School. The choice of the
fourth edition of 1806 as the text for reprinting is to be commended, for that edition was the first to include John
Craig’s 134-page account of Millar - the standard contemporary biography. With a new introduction by J. V. Price,
this volume is going to be of interest to many scholars. Though Millar’s Origin of Ranks eompletes our review of
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had a rather academic view of the line between the realms of grace and nature, one which they had been taught in
the universities. They wrote as philosophers dealing with nature, not as men expounding revealed truth. Should it
therefore surprise us that “not one of them was a true providentialist,” or that “no one ever wrote a word on
eschatology” {(p. 370)? I would think not. But, with the exception of Hume, all of them affirmed the existence of a
provident god who works through secondary causes in both nature and history. This is not to say that Hume did not
work also in the Westminster Confession, to which so many of the literati subscribed. Residual Calvinist ideas may
also be apparent in the historical pessimism and skepticism of the Scots, and in their belief in a contingent future.

It is also surprising that Spadafora has not found room to say more about the implications for his theme of the
relation of the Seottish universities. These, too, were improving socicties in which Baconian empiricism and
scientism were integrated into curricula that made an ever larger place for useful knowledge. Universities regularly
justified the creation of new chairs by citing the improvements they would make in Scottish education and life. The
occupants of new history chairs also tended to teach courses centered on the rise and fall of peoples, as did Charles
Rollin in Paris. Scottish and French thought may have had more in common than appears here, and the
connections may go back into the seventeenth century, which was not quite so dark an age as Spadafora seems to
think. Finally, Scots like George Campbeil and George Hill held, and apparently taught, ideas about the progress
of religious knowledge that could also have figured in this book. To ask for more is to quibble unreasonably,
however, for this book is a very good study deserving a wide readership. It is also a rather nicely designed book,
with a dozen illustrations and a snazzy dust jacket.

Roger L. Emerson, University of Western Ontario

Richard B. Sher and Jeffrey R. Smitten, eds., Scotland and America in the Age of the Enlightenment. Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press; Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1990. Pp. xi + 307.

This book is the first to be published for ECSSS. Its editors and contributors must be congratulated on the
production of a highly informative and stimulating volume, which should be of considerable intcrest to all students
of Scottish and American history, particularly students of their mutual inflluences in the second half of the
eighteenth century.

The genesis of this collection of seventeen well-documented, interdisciplinary studies of neglected aspects of the
Scottish-American connection, largely in the period of the “high” Enlightenment in Europe and America from the
1750s through the 1780s, was at a panel held in Williamsburg, Virginia, in March 1986 (0 commemorate the
publication at Williamsburg in April 1954 of the special “Scotland and America” issue of William and Mary
Quarterly. In the three decades since this seminal issuc appeared, although a number of valuabie studies of
Scottish-American cultural subjects have been published, “the field obviously had much more to offer. Subsequent
cvents suggested that this was indeed a topic whose time had come” (p. 14). The result of this mood of scholarly
kairos is this excellent book on Scotland and America in the age of the Enlightenment.

It begins with an admirable essay on Scottish-American cultural studies, past and present, which supplements
and surpasses the article on writings in Scottish-American history in the April 1954 issue of the William and Mary
Quarterly. Had the panel at Williamsburg in March 1986 engendered nothing apart from this opening essay, it
would more than have fullilled its function. This essay provides not only an extremely useful guide (o the present
state of scholarship on its subject but also several constructive comments which indicate important lines of research
for the future.,

Notable heie is the very nccessary reminder that “What is often forgotten, however, is that during the
eighteenth century America had a considerable influence on Scotland, not only as an outlet for Scottish emigration
and a centre of Scottish trade but also as a source of information about the nature of social organization and a
challenge to conventional beliels about the British constitution and empire” (p. 7). This influence, for example, is
to be observed in the life and writings of John Millar, professor of civil law at the University of Glasgow from 1761
to 1801, especially in the evolution of his Orgin of the Distinction of Ranks and in the emigration to the
Pennsylvania back-country in 1794 of his democratically-minded son, John, who came to an untimely death in the
United States. We are all indebted to an American pioneer of Scottish Enlightenment studies, William C.
Lehmann, in his John Millar of Glasgow (1960) for emphasizing the importance of Millar. It is, therefore,
surprising that this opening essay does not mention his study of Millar but instead represents Lehmann only by a
work of his extreme old age.

But there are, with the exception of the attribution to me of British Emigration to North America (1957) by
Wilbur S. Shepperson of Nevada (p. 8), very few errors and omissions in this substantial opening essay. It is.
indeed, marked by a synoptic and sympathetic vision. I was greatly moved by its tribute (p. 7) to the pioneering
work on Scotland and the American Revolution by the Second World War veteran, Dalphy 1. Fagerstrom of
Minnesota, for whose Edinburgh University doctoral thesis of 1951 I had the honor of acting as a supcrvisor.

After this valuable opening essay, with its clarion call to “scholars to reassess tired and half-truths about the
roles played by Scottish ideas, value and people in shaping early American culture” (p. 23), this book divides into
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skill in using the law as an agent of social discipline, they were wisc enough to try Palmer, Muir, et al. for sedition
rather than treason - this meant that they had an even more limited future than their England compatriots.

T. M. Devine continues the discussion in a paper which asks why the Scottish radicals were not more effcctive.
In answering that question he places his emphasis on the limited nature of the aims and tactics of the radicals. He
sugpests that the state possessed insufflicient resources to resist the Friends of the People had they been willing to
screw their courage to the sticking place. Yet, in the context of the 1790s, it seems unlikely that reform would have
been the outcome of confrontation. Devine's discussion of the relationship between the political and economic
sifuations is more persuasive. He is able to explain why the reform campaign was almost exclusively political in
inspiration. The very power of the landowners, which made burgh reform a pressing issue, in economic terms
enabled them to become radicals and innovators. They helped to create an economic climate in which commereial
and industrial growth was possible, and this tended to defuse urban discontent. Moreover, betwecn 1780 and 1800
Scotland uniquely enjoyed an increase in living standards. Wisely, the aristocrats did not relax their paternalism;
perhaps the odd outbreak of discontent, such as the food riots between 1794 and 1796, noted by Whatley, prevented
any lapse into complacency. They also used their influence to feed the young and aspiring with opportunities
provided by the expansion of the state. It was only after 1800 that paternalism was abandoned and economic
distress and political radicalism conjoined, with the tragic result of the Strathaven and Bonnymuir uprisings.

Stana Nenadic throws new light on the breakdown of paternalistic consensus. She shows how the middle class
distanced themselves from “moral economy” ideas which had in the past legitimized popular action and which had
to a degree been acceptable to them. They began to appeal to reason rather than force, and to use the language of
enlightened empiricism rather than the older vocabulary of defiance and resistance. Political corruption came to be
viewed as Scotland’s {infame, to be combated by openness, education, and manly public action. As an exploration
of the transition from aincien régime mentalities, this is fascinating. Nenadic’s investigation would repay further
development, especially in the exploration of the extent to which popular or working class protest experienced a
similar “ordering,”

Callum G. Brown alters the perspective of the discussion by examining dissent from the kirk, which was so
sizable that by 1800 a quarter or more of the Lowland Scots belonged to Presbyterian dissent. He has little
difficulty in showing how varied and confused are the interpretations of such religious protest. In a preliminary
attempt to make sense of it, he surveys disputes over pewing, church accommodation, reform of worship, and
patronage. These could often be complex, with groups taking different sidcs over different issues, but Brown
argucs convincingly that they all in different ways represented resistance to the attempts of elites to take over
control of the people’s church. He further suggests that the disputes arose within a gencral acceptance of
modernizing forces. Far from demonstrating the irrclevance of religion to social change, the disputes show that
religion provides the crucial battlefield in which the various groups fought to control the consequences of social
change. Thus, while dissenters tended to be those “whose lives were most disturbed . . . by the economic
revolution,” they were not economic Luddites, for they were also those who “identified through religious self help
and Sabbatarianism with the secular values by which they expected to get benefit in the new economic order.” This
is a challenging conclusion, and I am not sure how far it fits all the evidence presented, some of which seems to
represent a straightforward confrontation between the old world and the new. Yet Brown is to be congratulated on
his attempt to tidy up a confusing situation, and for providing a positivc framework for future investigation.

Tony Clarke examines the argument that Scottish Chartism was notably attached to non-violent means of
action, and in principle adhered to *moral force” arguments. He is able to show, for example by an analysis of the
participants at the Scottish Delegate Conference of 14-16 August 1839, that although there existed a variety of
attitudes toward the use of force, generally speaking “moral force™ tactics were dictated by expediency. The
subsequent adoption of a “paper war” against the House of Commons in the spring of 1840 was an improvised
response to the organizational failure of the English Chartists, and cven the Chartist churches were not distinctly
Scottish. Clarke’s suggestive conclusion is that the range of Scottish responses to the idea of striking, backed by
physical force, should be related to the varying organizational strengths of Scottish workers and the recent history
of labor relations in different occupations.

The concluding paper by R. H. Campbell focuses attention on continuity by exploring the strengths and
incipient weaknesses of the landed interest up to 1914, He points out that Scotland in the peried covered by the
volume was still a predominantly rural society, that industrialization occurred in a highly localized way, and that
urbanization initially occurred in the old burghs, which retained close links with their rural environment. In such
circumstances the landed interest was able to retain a dominant position in society and the economy. Changes
before 1914 were largely effected by the middle classes rather than the tenantry. But the sceds of decay were
already being sewn, partly by their own behavior (improvement which was more insistent on display than economic
benefit) and partly through the inexorable changes forced on agrarian society by broad structural and technical
changes in the nineteenth-century economy. Although it stands in contrast to most of the papers in the present
volume, it provokes general reflections on the often chameleon-like nature of historical change. The forces
involved in conflict were often seeking survival by adaptation, while those favoring continuity were involved in a not
dissimilar process. Only cataclysmic events such as the French Revolution or the First World War deprive ancien
régimes of the ability to survive. Yet it remains true that all régimes are to some extent ancien. It is the historian’s
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constder the major figures of the period, such as Hume and Smith. Yet thinkers like Kames and Monboddo, now
relegated to minor figure status, played major roles in the intellectual life of the period. Studies of the
Enlightenment have also virtually ignored its scientific dimension, both its theoretical developments and its
practical applications. This volume addresses these two neglected aspects.

The collection begins with two background studies. Alexander Broadie shows that the Enlightenment was not a
unique cvent in Scottish history; a similar intellectual flourishing occurred around the beginning of the sixteenth
century. James Moore traces the attempts of French proponents of the natural law tradition to counter the
Pyrrhonian arguments of Bayle, arguments that profoundly influenced Scottish Enlightenment philosophers.

The next four essays explore various aspects of Enlightenment science. Paul Wood discusses the growth of
interest in science in Enlightenment Aberdeen, a growth reflected both in changes in university curriculums, and in
the development of scientific, polite socicties. David Fenby traces the development of theories of chemical
reactivity from Newton to Lavoisier, relating this development to differences in theoretical approaches. Arthur
Donovan proposes a method for studying science that treats it as a distinct cultural tradition, sketching a research
program for studying the chemical revolution which exemplifies his method.

The essays by Charles Withers and Andrew Skinner reveal the Enlightenment emphasis on the practical
application of knowledge. Withers examines naturalist’s John Walker’s work in agricultural improvement, while
Skinner shows how the neglect of James Steuart’s economic theory is in part due to Steuart’s concentration on
providing practical solutions to specilic social and economic problems of his time, rather than on developing the
sort of broad conceptual system found in Smith’s work.

The final two essays look at unexamined aspects of well examined topics. Robert Wokler’s essay on Monboddo
and Kames reveals a different side of the Enlightenment interest in human nature. While other figures of the
period addressed what we now consider psychological questions concerning the basic principles of thought and
passion, Monboddo and Kames addressed what we now consider questions of physical anthropology concerning the
origin of the human species and the various races. The final essay, by Thomas Markus, explores the Enlightenment
ideas of order and power as exemplified in architecture,

Although cach volume stands well alone, they complement each other, both by overlaps in topics (e.g., essays
rclated to the “science of man” in the Philosophy and Science collection), and by, in combination, providing a
remarkably broad and diverse view of the Scottish Enlightenment.

Marie A. Martin, Clemson University

Donald T. Siebert, The Moral Animus of David Huwme. Newark, Del.: University of Delaware Press; London and
Toronto: Associated Universily Presses, 1990. Pp. 245,

The clearest indication of this study’s original approach to Hume is the fact that the Treatise is supplanted by
the History as the text central to the discussion. For Siebert, Hume might take a place alongside someone like
Samuel Johnson as a teacher of moral truths. Johnson and Hume would not agree very much about those truths,
but they both are deeply interested in the question of how men and women should live. Johnson, of course, was
perpetually a moralist, so that whatever genre he worked in was turned to the purpose of moral thought. Hume, as
Siebert sees him, made only one attempt at practical moral instruction (see p. 40), the History of England, but there
is sufficient moral animus there and in Hume’s other writings to justify Siebert’s approach. By moving the History
to the center and works like the Treatise to the periphery (though they certainly are not ignored), Siebert highlights
the extent to which Hume was occupied with questions of moral - as opposed to specifically philosophical or
historical - concern.

Another feature that sets Siebert’s book apart from most previous work on Hume is his close attention to style
and tone. For philosophers, even a work like the Dialogues concemning Natural Religion, which can be read as a
dramatic text, is best understood in terms of the structure of logical argument and not in terms of plot, charac-
terization, or irony. By the same token, for philosophers the corpus of Hume’s works may be said to comprise a
vast logical edifice, and the task of the commentator is to disclose its underlying structure, looking past the surface
features to the logical grid underneath. But for the literary critic (Siebert is a professor of English), the surface has
important meaning - indeed, it may be said to shape and condition the logical argument so that the way the
argument is presented is an inextricable part of what the argument actually states. Accordingly, Siebert supports
his approach to the History by alluding briefly to Hayden White’s view that narrative is inescapably moral (p. 21).
By giving a history form, closure, and completeness, the writer, according to White, must also give it moral
awareness and moral authority. Narrative form in and of itself carries moral content. And, what applies to
narrative may also be said to apply to expository prose, so that Hume’s literary choices in his other works
necessarily reflect moral choices. Dialogue, essay, or treatise can be read - along with narrative history - in terms of
tone and style, and this kind of literary reading leads directly and inevitably to the study of Hume’s moral animus.

The Hume that emerges from Sicbert’s discussion is carefully and completely developed, but he is not a
startlingly new figure. Siebert provides thoughtful discussions of Hume’s relationship to sensibility (developing the
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because the limited size of the educated Edinburgh community could not sustain the kind of ongoing contemporary
relerences the Spectator provided its London readers. For the famous Enguiries Hume tried to marry the “easy”
part of the Spectator’s “casy and obvious” style to the accuracy, but not the abstruseness, of the “accurate and
abstruse” style of traditional philosophy. The “concise” writing procedures outlined in Hugh Blair’s Lectures on
Rhetoric and Belles Lettres became the basis for the literary strategy in these revised versions of his failed Treatise.
The Enguiries would be successful, he thought, because they “would be easy” despite their “accuracy,” and
although “minimally abstruse, yet not at all obvious since his purpose was to teach new truths rather than to
represent the common sense of mankind in more engaging colors” (p. 166).

Box’s literary analysis associates Hume’s skepticism with the Academy of Philo of Larissa, as mediated through
his famous pupil Cicero. The new contextuality provided by Box yields splendid insights into Hume’s philosophical
position as a skeptical empiricist. It emerges clearly as a mitigated skepticism rather than outright Pyrrhonism, in
modern terms, a type of C. §. Peirce’s “contrite fallibilism” (p. 189). To mitigated skepticism Hume’s “contribution
was his tenet that complete suspension of belief is impossible. We must have beliefs, which must be fallible; but we
can and should temper our credulity: plausibility, or what Hume called “noral Evidence’ . . . , still provides a
criterion for belief and action. If we must believe, we can at least proportion our beliefs to the evidence. As new
experience contradicts our beliefs, we must be willing to revise our estimates of plausibility. This does not mean
that truth changes, only that our best approximations of it are perpetually subject to revision” (p. 199).

Box coyly closes his study of Hume’s literariness by reminding the reader that all the literary craft Hume could
have mustered could not redeem his philosophical writings “from becoming mere documents of a dead intellectual
movement,” if they “were to lose their philosophical importance, if, say, we discovered incontrovertibly that
sceptical empiricism is wholly unveridical” (p. 255). So far that hasn’t happened and Hume remains a relevant,
cdifying philosopher. His wrestlings with literary strategies never “trivialize philosophy;” instead, they advance the
human conversation, helping “to raise the moral sophistication with which people conduct their daily lives” (p. 17).
In seeking this goal he was perhaps a typical, canny Scot.

Thomas R. Preston, University of North Texas

V. M. Hope, Virtue By Consensus: The Moral Philosophy of Hutcheson, Hume and Adam Smith. Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1989. Pp. viii + 166.

Peter Gilmour, cd., Philosophers of the Enlighterunent. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1989. Pp. viii +
183.

Edinburgh philosopher Vincent Hope observes that Hutcheson, Hume, and Smith are seldom examined
together, and he rightly sees much confusion in expositions of their moral thought. He assumes that each of these
three thinkers is best understood when interpreted as an “active debater” with his predecessors, rather than “by
taking him in isolation as a thinker who could be the reader’s contemporary.” So far, so good. Hope identifies
Hutcheson, Hume, and Smith as “different generations of the same family.” What he gives us, then, is a Hume who,
ever mindful of Hutcheson’s theorizing about moral perception, improves upon it, and a Smith whose moral theory,
not surprisingly, outstrips that of both Hutcheson and Hume, primarily because of his recognition of the
importance of fairness in morality and his awareness of the consensual character of moral judgments. But Hope’s
interest is not exclusively historical, if it is that, but also constructive. Roughly equal amounts of space are devoted
to the principal subjects of this book and to Hope’s own theory, which is, he maintains, in certain respects
influenced by (and an improvement upon) theirs, as well as alternative contemporary moral theories. Indeed,
Hope’s constructive theory may be the most challenging and valuable part of this work.

Much of Hope’s discussion of Hutcheson, Hume, and Smith is helpful and illuminating. He agrees with David
Fate Norton, Knud Haakonssen, and other recent interpreters that Hutcheson and Hume are non-cogpnitivists. Nor
are they simple subjectivists, maintaining that moral judgments are mere reports about an individuals attitudes,
preferences, or desires. They are, rather, “moral intersubjectivists.” According to each of them, my accurate or
true description of Donald as greedy entails that all those who share my standards of virtue will also, upon analysis,
consider Donald to be greedy. The exact content of moral standards differs from Hutcheson to Smith - the former
elevating benevolence to a place of primacy, the latter maintaining that the duty of fairness is at the heart of virtue.
But in all cases, Hope contends, the assumption is that moral approval and disapproval is consensual, that “moral
Judgement refers to a shared vantage-point of critical assessment.” References to an impartial spectator, which
Hope suggests is typical of each of these three philosophers, are meant to capture just this fact of a moral
consensus of the virtuous.

Hope provides readers with a discussion of the general theory of virtue of Hutcheson and Hume, of their
respective understandings of moral perception and moral approval, and of their tangled, confused, and confusing
argumcnts on the inadequacy of reason in the moral life. Hope’s interpretations of Hutcheson and Hume are well
worth considering; readers will also want to consult the interpretations of Hutcheson and Hume offered in D. F.

24







only a little more than a third of the pages in this volume; the rest consists of a massive, highly insightful
introduction to Reid’s life and thought, including a detailed diagram of Reid’s moral philosophy course; textual
commentary and notes that run almost as long as the text itself; and the bibliographic index, which allows the
reader to locate the reference to every book and article cited in the text, commentary, and notes. Haakonssen
demonstrates such an extensive knowledge of Reid’s published works and unpublished manuscripts, and of the chief
sources of his ethical thought (Carmichael, Cicero, Grotius, Heineccius, Hutcheson, Pufendorf), that one wonders
il anyone else now living could have accomplished this feat. It is quite simply an editorial tour de force.

Scholars with specialist interests in Reid, in natural jurisprudence, and in eighteenth-century Scottish academic
moral philosophy are going to find the whole of this volume extremely uscful. Others may sometimes question,
however, if the contents warrant such extraordinary attention. Though the editor has done a marvelous job of
putting together and introducing Reid’s lecture notes and fragments, the limitations of the material pose problems
that diligent editing cannot always rectify. Much of Reid’s ethics course is dull and derivative padagogy, consisting
of sketchy class notes. The tripartite structure consists of duties to God, ourselves, and others, but the material on
the first two sets of duties is minimal. The presentation of materials on duties to others, which builds on the natural
law tradition popularized by Hutcheson, is often confusing and repetitive, because a coherent bui sometimes
superficial body of lectures on this subject from 1765 (chapters 4-8) is supplemented in later chapters by other
lectures and papers that enlarge upon, and often restate, earlier themes. For example, chapter 6 deals with the
branch of duties to others that Reid called “oeconomical jurisprudence,” consisting of the proper relationships
pertaining among husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and servants; chapter 14 then presents another
approach to the same topic. The separation of the chapters makes it difficult to establish thematic coherence, and
the two chapters together aren’t very original or interesting anyway. Moreover, at times the commentary seems
excessive: a passing reference to America by Reid leads to a two-page editorial note that might easily have been
reduced to a few lines and a citation to standard works by Bailyn and Beloff; a paragraph on the activities of the
Society of Jesus in Paraguay prompts a note of more than a page on the history of the Jesuits and their treatment by
eighteenth-century French writers, when a briefl reference would have sufficed.

Most of the editorial commentary, however, deals with scholarly references and cross-references, and it is here
that Haakonssen excels. His mind is a veritable encyclopedia of detailed knowledge about the natural law tradition,
so that when Reid touches on a particular topic, say intestate succession, Haakonssen is able to connect the
discussion not only with Scottish thinkers such as Hutcheson and Kames, but also with Continental natural lawyers
such as Pufendorf, Grotius, and Cocceius. There are literally hundreds of similar examples. Furthermore, some of
the manuscripts published here, such as Reid’s introductory lecture and his discourse on the utopian system, are
going to be of considerable importance to a wide range of scholars. The former is probably as clear a statement of
Reid’s overall approach to moral philosophy as one could wish for; it establishes the pneumatological context for
his treatment of ethics, which he views as the study of “human Duty,” built on the “ground work and foundation” of
the philosophy of mind.

The essay on utopia, written in the context of the radical phase of French Revolution and partially published in
the Glasgow Courier in 1794, is Reid’s attempt to reconcile his lifelong beliel in the primacy of the “common good”
with his doubts about the possibility of mortal human beings ever attaining it. Reid displays partiality for More’s
utopian vision of a society with no private property and relatively few temptations for the practice of human
selfishness and vanity, but he is also concerned about the feastbility and even the desirability of such a society. In its
present, highly readable form, this discourse is going to interest students of the French Revolutionary period, of
utopianism, of political theory, and other fields. T will go further and say that it is likely to attain the status of a
minor classic, suitable for reproduction in anthologies. The great advantage of the placement of this discourse at
the end of this volume is that the reader can now appreciate its place in Reid’s ethical thought, which places much
emphasis on the concept of the public good. Haakonssen’s masterful introduction is instructive on this point, as on
so many others.

Richard B. Sher, New Jersey Institute of Technology

H. Lewis Ulman, The Minutes of the Aberdeen Philosophical Society, 1758-1773. Aberdeen: Aberdeen University
Press, 1990. Pp. 266.

After decades of neglect, the Aberdeen Enlightenment has recently begun to attract its fair share of critical
attention. As that process continues, Lewis Ulman’s edition of the minutes of the Aberdeen Philosophical Society,
or “Wise Club,” is certain to be a valuable tool.

Not that the text of the minutes themselves is going to excite much interest. For more than one hundred pages
the minutes do little more than record the barest details about each meeting: who was present, who presided as
president, who read a discourse, who paid a fine for not having his discourse ready. Occasionally one encounters a
rule change or some other break from the tedium, but on the whole this is deeply dull stuff that will rarely be
consulted even by Aberdonian specialists, The same goes for the fifteen pages of the society’s financial accounts.
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Witherspoon’s Scottish publications, Ecclesiastical Characteristics: or The Arcana of Church Policy (1753), in which
he took on the emerging Moderate party in the kirk,

Miller presents these texts free of any editorial interference. Witherspoon did not spend time on revising his
published writings, and the sets of notes from his lectures show few variations worth noting. Nor does Miller’s text
of the Lectures on Moral Philosophy suffer from the inaccuracies which make the recent edition by Jack Scott very
unreliable. He provides no explanatory notes to the text but concentrates his information in the introduction. On
the whole I find this restraint laudable; it is a relief for once to have the primary texts on their own. It would,
however, have been a significant help to have an index.

The editor’s mtroduction of nearly fifty pages, followed by a useful bibliography, is a fine piece of work -
effective writing, clear thinking, and an interesting argument. His case is summed up in the following paragraph:
“If one reads the Ecclesiastical Characteristics in the context of Witherspoon’s conflict with the Moderates, one can
see the practical political origins of his developing social philosophy. He criticized the aestheticism and moralism
of Hutcheson and Shaftesbury because he saw how it could lead educated leaders in practice to assume that they
knew better than the public, and he spoke for the rights of the public not because he was a radical democrat but
because he was a religious conservative concerned with practical public piety, which he saw as essential to spiritual
and economic prosperity. In America this conservative orientation would lead him to support the American
Revolution, while Moderales like Hugh Blair and George Campbell were strong public opponents of both the
American and French revolutions” (pp. 13-14). Pursuing these themes in some detail, the editor uses them to
cxplain the contrast which he perceives between Witherspoon’s politically committed rhetoric and the belletristic,
politically neutered rhetoric of Blair and Campbell.,

Knud Haakonssen, Australian National University

Andrew Cunningham and Roger French, eds., The Medical Enlighteniment of the Eighteenth Cenmry. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990. Pp. xii + 322.

Andrew Cunningham’s witty, well-argued essay in this collection, “Medicine to Calm the Mind: Boerhaave’s
Medical System, and Why It Was Adopted in Edinburgh,” will be of interest to many readers of this newsletter.
Cunningham gives a good, succinct account of the professional and political rivalries that existed in Edinburgh prior
to 1726 and seeks to explain just why the founding of a medical school which adopted Boerhaave’s system was
particularly suited to Lord Provost Drummond’s campaign to “quell the disquiet” (p. 58). Drawing mostly on
quotations from notes which Boerhaave left for an unfinished autobiography, as well as selective quotations from
his orations, Cunningham draws a picture of Boerhaave as an eighteenth-century liberal who proposes
“disinterested open-mindedness” in matters both medical and religious {p. 55). According to Cunningham,
Boerhaave, like his hero Boyle, thought that the root of the evil was metaphysics, which produced sectarianism in
both arcas of discourse. Cunningham concludes: “If the Enlightenment means the promotion of free, open,
rational modes of thought - the opposile of bigotry -- then the foundation of the Edinburgh medical school is very
properly to be seen as the start of the Enlightenment in Edinburgh. And the more delightful irony about it is that
the medicine taught therc was the more tolerant and open, the more closely it was based on the doctrines of just
one man - as long as that man was Herman Boerhaave” (pp. 65-66). This latter remark derives from a claim by
William Cullen’s nineteenth-century biographer, John Thomson, that Drummond had warned Cullen against
deviating from Boerhaave's system when he began teaching there in the mid-1750s,

As anyone who has thought much about it knows, irony is one of the most difficult of the traditional rhetorical
ligures to analyze. Does Cunningham really mean to tell us that the system of Boerhaave was not really as eclectic
as he had earlier suggested? The question is not an idle one, for controversy - especially metaphysical controversy -
was the order of the day in later Edinburgh medicine. Cunningham has enlightened us on the ideology of
Boerhaave’s own medicine. But was not the reality very different? By the late 1740s one of the greatest scientists
of eighteenth-century Scotland, Robert Whytt, was systematically attacking Boerhaave’s mechanistic physiology and
Cartesian metaphysics in his lectures on the institutions of medicine. Criticism was clearly present earlier, as is
shown in the writings of two physicians who influenced Whytt: George Young and William Porterlield. As I have
argued in an article in M. A. Stewart, ed., Studies in the Philosophy of the Scottish Enlightenment, Cullen himself
admired Boerhaave and Haller for adopting a metaphysical conception of mind-body dualism which kept them free
of charges of irreligion. And if Boerhaave’s medical system is in fact neither metaphysically nor theologically
neutral, where does this leave our conception of the Scottish Enlightenment in general, and of Provost
Drummond’s promotion of it in particular? Like any good scholarly essay, Cunningham leaves us with as many
questions as answers.

John P. Wright, University of Windsor
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Thomas Crawford, Boswell, Burns and the French Revolution. Edinburgh: The Saltire Society, 1990. Pp. 80.

For some years now the Saltire Society has been turning out useful general-interest pamphlets on specialized
topics in Scottish history and culture, at prices in the £1-4 range. With this essay, Thomas Crawford joins the
company of ECSSS members such as David Daiches, P. H. Scott, and David Stevenson as authors in this series.
His contribution is, quite simply, a little gem.

The coupling of Boswell and Burns is an unusual one; as Crawford observes, the two men never met and appear
at first sight to have been “diametrically opposite” in most respects, There were significant differences in age
{Boswell was almost twenty years older), social class, literary genre and style, and political and ideological beliefs.
On closer inspection, however, “both men had a surprising amount in common. Both were Ayrshiremen, both were
sentimental Jacobites, both had a romantic attitude to Scotland’s past, and to both the Revolution was a potent
symbol in the final stage of their development™ (p. 75). But what sort of symbol was it? Crawford’s main argument
is that both Boswell and Burns were fundamentally consistent in their attitude toward the French Revolution -
Boswell in seeing it as a symbol of chaos, Burns of freedom.

Yet both men’s views did not go unchallenged during the course of their lives. Boswell came to his conser-
vatism of the French Revolutionary era (including his whole-hearted support for slavery} from a past that
celebrated Corsican liberty, American independence, and parliamentary reform. If he arrived at his conservative
position of the 1790s in part by simply reversing himself on key issues (e.g. parliamentary reform), it is equally
important to understand that his partiality for national causes of liberty and independence was always grounded in
an aristocratic outlook. Crawford speculates that Boswell’s attraction to such causes “was rooted in childhood
identification with Robert Bruce” (p. 11) and with thc Roman republic and ancient Sparta; “heroic images™ and
sentimental values shaped his approach to both Corsican and American liberty. The analysis might have benefitted
from a consideration of the aristocratic concept of civic humanism, which also helps to account for Boswell’s
ideological position, and one regrets that the misleading term “libertarian™ has been used to refer to Boswell’s
attraction to the rhetoric of liberty. By and large, however, Crawford’s interpretation is rich and insightful, and
helps to connect Boswell's support for liberty with his sentimental Jacobitism, Toryism, justification of slavery, and
detestation of the French Revolution, which he viewed from the outset as a violation of the natural (i.e. artistoc-
ratic) order of things.

In the case of Burns, the chalienge to consistency comes well into the Revolution itself. When the Revolution
broke out, Burns was ideologically prepared to support it, and it inspired his poetic muse for several years.
Crawford reprints a great deal of interesting material on Burng’s love of liberty, in letters to friends and of course in
poetry. “The Rights of Woman™ (1792) is introduced with Burns’s own account of it in a letter to Mrs Dunlop; “A
Man’s a Man for a’ that” is compared stanza-by-stanza with Tom Paine’s Rights of Man; the connection between
sentimental Scottish patriotism and modern political liberty is pointed out, with particular reference to poems such
as “Scots Wha Hac” (1792); and the controversial “Tree of Liberty” is reproduced in its entirety, analyzed
perceptively, and attributed to Burns. Burns’s ideological crisis occurred after 1793, when anti-French sentiment
became so strong that Burns joined the Royal Dumfrics Volunteers and wrole verse against “Haughty Gaul.”
Conceding that “there may have been an c¢lement of expediency in his volunteering,” Crawford maintains that
Burns “always remained a democrat, with upsurges of pro-French feeling right to the end of his life” (p. 73). Since
the primary evidence supporting this assertion 1s an anecdotal account of November 1795 by one of Burns’s early
biographers, the Tory Josiah Walker, one wonders if Walker’s own political opinions colored his suspicions about
Burns’s views. Readers of this splendid pamphlet can make up their own minds about this and other issues that
Tom Crawford has brought to our attention.

Richard B. Sher, New Jersey Institute of Technology

Gavin Sprott, Robert Bums: Farmer. Edinburgh: National Museums of Scotland, 1990. Pp. 58.

Gavin Sprott’s monograph brings home to us as no merely literary commentary could the hardships of the
farming life in which Burns was brought up. It contains the best description I have read of how the infield/outfield
system of cultivation worked in practice, and is lavishly illustrated with both black-and-white and color reproduc-
tions of paintings, engravings, and photographs which reflect the countryside, building, and agricultural and
domestic implements of late eighteenth-century Scotland. Of Burns’s attitude to agricultural improvement, Sprott
says: “his heart lay with the old close bonds of the unindustrialized countryside, but his head was with the new
improved farming, for he knew that was the only way to make an even half-decent living” (p. 6). And he says this
about Burns’s period at Ellisland: “his life as a farmer continued the seemingly endless treadmill of effecting
improvements with little of the rewards” (p. 41),

Sprott does not scem to have taken on board Richard Hindle Fowler’s recent Robert Bums (1987), which argues
that Burns was an incompetent farmer, unable or unwilling to set on foot the extensive programs of liming and
drainage which his farms required - that, for example, we have no record of any soil improvements actually carried
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world where the historical and the factual become indistinguishable . . . . A work like Humphry Clinker, that insists
on a constant interplay of the factual and empirical, effectually represents reality as something to which neither fact
nor fiction can lay claim.” Many descriptions of places are keyed in the notes to parallel passages in Smollett’s
edition of The Present State of all Nations (1768-69), suggesting that such passages in the novel may be merely
“literary” rather than based on personal experience.

OF all the editions since 1966, Preston’s has the most notes, though they are not always the most detailed.
Perhaps this is because the notes were deliberately “written as annotations to Smollett’s novel, not to the subject
matter in the novel.” This is a nice distinction though one not always followed, but anyone wishing to gloss the text
thoroughly would do well to consult, along with Preston’s, Knapp and Parreaux’s notes to the 1968 Riverside
edition. Preston cites no studies of the novel after 1982, and recent treatments of the Enlightenment, the kirk, and
Glasgow medicine and trade are absent from the notes to the Scottish letters. Moreover, Preston’s discoveries
open Pandora’s source-hunting box: perhaps an analogue might yet be found for the cawdies’ banquet in
Edinburgh; perhaps we might yet discover the member of the House of Commons who “speaks with great energy
and precision without being able to engage attention, because his observations were made in the Scotch dialect;”
perhaps the “unidentified” Mr Moffat, “very powerful in prayer” for Mrs Tabitha, may be the divinity student who,
according to Hew Scolt’s Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae, was presented to Newlands the following year; and so forth.
Preston’s achievements tempt us to expect that even more might be done.

These cavils aside, this is a fine addition to the Georgia venture, which now numbers three volumes. It is
proper to congratulate Tom Preston on this long-awaited work and its critical apparatus. Humphry Clinker seems
more intriguing than before. It is also fitting to congratulate the editorial board of the Smollett edition for keeping
the volumes coming steadily.

Henry L. Fulton, Central Michigan University

T. M. Devine, The Tobacco Lords, A Study of the Tobacco Merchants of Glasgow and their Trading Activities, c.
1740-90. Edinburgh: John Donald, 1975 (paperback 1990). Pp. xi + 209.

The appearance in paperback of Tom Devine’s The Tobacco Lords is no less significant than its original
publication in 1975, for this book ranks as one of the classics in Scottish economic history. When first published, it
followed a tradition of study of the Glasgow tobacco merchants initiated by J. H. Soltow, Henry Hamilton, Jacob
Price, and T. C. Smout. Today Devine’s work is a milestone in the study of eighteenth-century Glasgow, initiating
and promoting new studies of merchant groups in the city, as well as more sociological explorations of the group
known as “the tobacco lords.” Devine has placed this subject in the forefront of Scottish history, so long over-
shadowed by the rapid advances and changes of Glasgow during the Industrial Revolution of the nineteenth
century, and his treatment is second to none.

This book is not a new edition, but rather a straight reprint of the original text; nevertheless, it merits notice on
account of its enduring importance. Part I, dealing with the nature of the merchant community, discusses the
numbers involved in the tobacco trade and their investments in land and industry. Part II explores the trading
methods and organization of the Glasgow trade, explaining the clever manipulation of company law peculiar to
Scottish jurisprudence (limited liability) and focusing on the tobacco firm of William Cunninghame and Co.
(1768-1775). This section ends with an important discussion of the sources of capital for the trade, long considered
a paradoy, since Scotland has often wrongly been seen as an economically backward and impoverished country.

Parts III and IV deal with the American War of Independence and the mercantile problems that were created
both before and after it. Using certain merchants as case studies, Devine states that although the war did affect
trade to a great degree, many of the merchants continued to trade with New York and the Caribbean. He also puts
to rest common misconceptions about the problem of Glasgow’s pre-war debts and the renewal of trade with North
America after 1783. Glasgow’s pre-war debts were long considered the reason for massive bankruptcies in the
1770s. Devine points out, however, that many of the debts were merely credit extended to planters for goods at
inflated prices in exchange for tobacco, and therefore inconsequential because tobacco was the main source of
wealth. The credit crises of 1772 were more responsible for bankruptcies, which resulted in a new Scottish
bankruptcy law in 1783, making the conversion of heritable estates into real money more fluid. Finally, Devine
explains away the long-held myth that the American War of Independence ended the Glasgow tobacco trade, by
showing that the situation was far more complex. The growth of manufacturers toward the end of the eighteenth
century, originally initiated by these merchants, resulted in “functional specialisation,” “a trend which was indicative
of the new wealth in society and of the more complex needs of a rapidly growing economy” {p. 167).

Devine’s appendices are invaluable for students of this merchant group. The first appendix is a biographical
listing of 163 merchants involved in the trade from 1740 to 1790. Though not exhaustive in content, the volume of
information contained in these biographies is a testimony to the author’s thorough research. He includes
information on year of birth, year of death, year of membership as merchant burgess, father, father’s occupation if
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reserve, of the national identity which was both required and eroded by their participation in the imperial
adventure.” It is still uncertain how powerfully this truly toxic fantasy operates in the Scottish bloodstream.

Andrew Noble, University of Strathclyde

Briefly Noted

Tom D. Campbell, ed., Law and Enlightenment in Britain. Aberdeen; Aberdeen University Press (Enlightenment,
Rights and Revolution Series), 1990. Pp. viii + 160.

Despite its general title, Law and Enlightenment is largely a Scottish Enlightenment volume, with ten of the
fourteen essays devoted mainly to Scottish thinkers, David Hume (six essays) and Adam Smith (three essays) are
as usual the best represented. (See the supplement to this issue for specific contributions by ECSSS members.)

Nagoya International Symposium to Commenorate the Bicentenary of the Death of Adam Smith. 1990.

The Nagoya conference, sponsored by the Adam Smith Society of Japan, was by all accounts one of the more
interesting tributes to the bicentenary of Smith’s death, and this printed (but apparently not published) volume of
conference proceedings is therefore of great interest. There are sixteen papers (counting both versions of Norbert
Waszek’s essay on “Adam Smith in Germany”). The following ECSSS members have papers included in this
volume: D. D. Raphael, “AS’s Moral Philosophy;” Peter Jones, “The Aesthetics of AS;” John W. Cairns, “AS’s
Lectures on Jurisprudence;” Andrew S. Skinner, “Smith, Steuart and Hume;” John Dwyer, “AS in the Scottish
Enlightenment;” and Roger J. Fechner, “AS and American Academic Moral Philosophers and Philosophy.”

Because this volume does not appear to be published, readers wishing more information may want to contact
the secretary of the sponsoring society, Professor Yoshiaki Sudo, at Keio University in Yokchama, Japan.

David Licberman, 7Tie Province of Legislation Determined: Legal Theory in Eighteenth-Century Britain. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1989, Pp. xiii + 312.

This book devotes only two brief chapters to Scottish legal thought, wholly confined to Lord Kames, but the
book - and particularly those chapters - deserve the attention of our readers. Lieberman makes an interesting case
for Kames as a legal reformer who looked to enlightened jurists rather than (as in the case of Bentham)
enlightened legislators to spearhead the rationalization process.

Antonia Forster, Index to Book Reviews in England 1749-1774. Carbondale and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois
University Press, 1990. Pp. xi + 307.

Though a useful library reference book, this volume suffers from a serious limitation: it references only works of
poetry, fiction, and drama. Thus, under “James Macpherson” one will find relerences to five reviews each of
Fingal, Fragments of Ancient Poetry, and his translation of the /fiad, and three reviews each of Songs of Selma and
Temora; but there are no entries for prose works by major authors such as Hugh Blair and Lord Kames.

Maureen Townley, The Best and Fynest Lawyers and Other Raire Bookes. Edinburgh: Edinburgh Bibliographical
Society, 1990. Pp. 163.

This handsome paperback facsimile edition of the earliest list of books in the Advocates Library, Edinburgh,
dates from 1683. It presents the principal Latin texts of late seventeenth-century Scottish legal thought and culture.

Alexander Hamilton, The History of the Ancient and Honorable Tuesday Club. Edited by Robert Micklus. Chapel
Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1990. 3 vols. Pp. 1416.

This attractive boxed set contains a mock-heroic narrative of ten years in the life of an eighteenth-century social
club. It will be of interest to some of our members not only because its author was the Scottish physician Alexander
Hamilton, but also because it deals with many Enlightenment themes.

Helen and Keith Kelsall, 4n Afbum of Scottish Families, 1694-96: Being the First Instalment of George Home’s Diary.
Aberdeen: Aberdeen University Press, 1990. Pp. 138,

Economic and social historians of the Scottish Borders will find this struggling laird’s diary interesting, as will
students of eighteenth-century Homes and Humes.

Bernard Bailyn and Philip D. Morgan, eds., Strangers within the Realm: Cultural Margins of the First British Empire.
Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1991. Pp. vii + 460.

This volume contains at least four essays of particular interest to cur members: Jacob M. Price on the impact of
the colonies on Britain; Eric Richards on Scotland and the Atlantic empire; Maldwyn A. Jones on the Scotch-Irish
in British America; and J. M, Bumstead on the cultural landscape of early Canada.
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Warren McDougall, “Scottish Books for America in the Mid 18th Century” and “Appendix: A Catalogue of
Hamilton, Balfour and Neill Publications 1750-1762,” in R. Myers and M. Harris, eds., Spreading the Word: The
Distribution Networks of Print 1550-1850 (Winchester), 21-46, 187-232.

Kenneth A. B. MacKinnon, “The ‘Reasonable Man® as an Impartial Spectator,” in LEB, 87-101.

Thomas A. Markus, “Class and Classification in the Buildings of the Late Scottish Enlightenment,” in /E, 78-107.

Marie A, Martin, “Utility and Morality: Adam Smith’s Critique of Hume,” Hume Studies 16:107-20.

Thomas P. Miller, “Witherspoon, Blair and the Rhetoric of Civic Humanism,” in SAAE, 100-14,

Rosalind Mitchison, “Webster Revisited: A Re-examination of the 1755 ‘Census’ of Scotland,” in [E, 62-77.

James Moore, “The Two Systems of Francis Hutcheson,” in SPSE, 37-59.

Pierre Morére, “Historicité d’une théorie de 'esthétique chez Thomas Reid,” Etudes Ecossaises.

Stana Nenadic, “Political Reform and the ‘Ordering’ of Middle Class Protest,” in CSSS, 65-82.

Stena Nenadic, “Exploring Social Networks and Patterns of Communication from a Computer-Aided Analysis of
Eighteenth-and Nineteenth-Century Diaries,” in E. Mawdsley et al., eds., History and Computing 3 (Manchester),
188-94 (based on Scottish material).

Andrew Noble, “James Boswell: Scotland’s Prodigal Son,” in JE, 22-42.

Mark A. Noll, “Revivalism, Enlightenment, Civic Humanism, and the Development of Dogma: Scotland and
America, 1735-1843,” Tyndale Bulletin 49 (1989): 49-76.

Charles E. Peterson, “Robert Smith, Philadelphia Builder-Architect,” in SA4E, 275-99.

Murray G. H. Pittock, “Rights of Nature: The Ideal Images of Jacobite Ruralism,” British Journal for Eighteenth-
Century Studies 13:223-37.

Murray G. H. Pittock, “New Jacobite Songs of the Forty-Five,” Studies on Voltaire and the 18th Century 267:1-75.

Murray G. H. Pittock, “Jacobite Literature: Love, Death, Violence,” in CR, 33-45,
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SAAE: Richard B. Sher and Jeffrey R. Smitten, Scotland and America in the Age of the Enfightenment (Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press; Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1990).

SMSE: Peter Jones, ed., The ‘Science of Man’ in the Scottish Enlightenment: Hume, Reid and their Contemporaries
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1989).

SPSE: M. A. Stewart, ed., Studies in the Philosophy of the Scottish Enlightenment (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990).

New ECSSS Members

We are happy to welcome the following new members to BECSS8S. Academic disciplines, institutional affiliations, and fields of interest are noted
when members have specified them.

J. Malcolm Adlan, Lib, Strathclyde U.: libraries; printing; Episcopal Church

Daisuke Arie, Nikon-Fukushi U. (Japan): relationship of religion & socioeconomic idea of society

David Armitage, Hist, Cambridge U.: intellectual history; colonial & British history

Tom L. Beauchamp, Phil, Georgetown U.: Hume; moral sense theory

Brian Blench, Art/Arch, Kelvingrove Art Gallery: industry & topography of Glasgow

Alexander Broadie, Phil, Glasgow U : philosophy in the SE

Derek R. Brookes, Phil, Australian National U.: Thomas Reid

John Butt, Hist, Strathclyde U.: economic history

Gerard Carruthers, Lit, Glasgow U. {postgrad): Robert Fergusson; Smollett; SE & literature

J.R.R. Christie, Hist/Phil, U. of Leeds: history of science & philosophy; social theory; ideology

Edward P. Corbett, Rhet, Ohio State U. (retired): rhetoric

Maria Elosegui, Phil, U, of Valencia: political philosophy; Hume; Smith; Ferguson

Simon Frith, Lit/Mus, Strathclyde U.: music theory

Phitip Hamburger, Law, U. of Connecticut: law & philosophy

David W. Hoyte, Old Saybrook, Conn.: Scottish emigration to America & Canada; Scotland & the American Revolution; early maps
Fleda Brown Jackson, Lit, U. of Delaware

Gordon Jackson, Hist, Strathclyde U.: maritime developments

Catherine Kerrigan, Lit, U. of Guelph: literature & history

A. M. Kinghorn, Lit, Canterbury: Allan Ramsay & the vernacular tradition; literary criticism

Heiner F. Klemme, Phil, Philipps University - Marburg, Germany: Scottish correspondence in German archives
Elizabeth Mitchell, Lit, Christ Church College: philosophy; literature

Jose Montoya, Phil, U. of Valencia: political philosophy; Hume; Millar; Ferguson

Edwin Morgan, Lit, Strathclyde U.

Donald J. Newman, Lit, University of Southern California (postgrad): Boswell

Maria A. Segura Noya, Phil, U. of Alicante (postgrad): moral philosophy; jurisprudence; economics; theory of knowledge
Clare (’Halloran, Hist, Clare Hall - Cambridge: antiquarianism in Scotland & Ireland

Michihiro Otonashi, Chuo U. (Japan): law & political economy

Fania Oz-5alzberger, Hist, Wolfson College - Oxford: Adam Ferguson; Scottish social & political thought in Germany
Carolyn M. Peters, Hist, Biographical Dictionary of Early Pennsylvania Legislators (Temple U.): Glasgow & Philadelphia
Quti Pickering, Turku, Finland: Robert Burns; folk music

Ralph S. Pollock, Hist, Folger Center: SE; political economy

Nina R. Reid, Hist, U. of Toronto (postgrad): history of science; colonial Americans & Scottish universities
Marie-Cécile Révauger, Lit, U. of Stendhal - Grenoble III: Freemasonry; history of ideas; history

Francisco Rodriguez-Valls, Phil, Glasgow U.: theory of knowledge; moral theory

Donald T. Siebert, Lit, U, of S. Carolina: Hume

Andrew 8. Skinner, Econ, Glasgow U.: Sir James Steuart; Hume; Smith

Jack Truten, Lit, Lafayette College: James Macpherson; Robert Burns; preromantics

Howard D. Weinbrot, Lit, U. of Wisconsin: James Macpherson; Smollett; Celtic historiography

Abbreviations: Art/Arch - art, architecture, fine arts; Econ - Economics; Hist - history; Lib - library; Lit - literature; Mus - music;
Phil - philosophy; Rhet - rhetoric; SE - Scottish Enfightenment




